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HE Babylonians, even in their | 


temporary ſtructures, ſhowed a | 
ſtrong diſpoſition towards that alti- 
rude which peculiarly diſtinguiſhed 
the principal buildings of the capital. 
The Prieſt of Venus, being convict- 
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ed of the murder, which he had per- 
petrated, was hanged upon a gal- 
lows no leſs than ſeventy feet high. 
All the Prieſts of the order, beſides 
exerting their intereſt. with the moſt 
eminent perſons at Court, had in one 
body prefented to the King a peti- 
tion, requeſting his mercy towards 
the priſoner, but without any effect. 
A gentleman who, ſaw the proceſ- 


ſion, informed me, that when they 
went to ſollicit for the life of this 


aſſaſſin, they diſcovered in their be- 
haviour a degree of ſadnefs which, 
when deceney more ſtrongly required 
it, they ſeorned to teſtify, or even ſo 
much as to affect, at the funeral ot 
a virtuous and much reſpected per- 

ſon 
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ſon. Their conduct in both caſes 
can only be aſcribed to pride, for 
which, I was told, they were remark- 
able. | 91 | 

Almoſt all the inhabitants of 
Babylon went to behold the execu- 
tion of this convict. Had I been en- 
tirely at leizure, T know not that 
ſuch a ſpectaele would have attracted 
me. But I was at this time detained 
at home by à very unexpected viſi- 
tor. The member of the Mecaſhphim, 
with whom I had the adventure on 
my viſit to the College, had ſoon 
after heard of my acquaintance 
with the Governor, and that I was 
one of that miniſter's particular 
friends. On receiving this intelli- 
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gence, he was terrified with the ap- 
prehenſion of what might be the 
_ conſequence, ſhould I excite the Go- 


vernor's reſentment by a narrative of 


the tranſaction. He had therefore, 
come to my lodgings, to remove the 
interdiction under which I had been 
laid; and in his train were the three 


witches, in a covered waggon, carry- 
ing with them the magical apparatus 


which was neceſſary for the purpoſe. 


When he entered my apartment 


his eountenance was ſo rueful, that I 


did not at firſt recolle& him, and 1 


began to ſuſpect that he was ſome 


perſon very much intereſted in the 


fate of the convict, who was about 
undergoing the ſentence of the 


law. 


WS: 
law. I hope, Sir, ſaid he, that you 
will forgive me for the extraordinary 
affair, which happened the other day 
at the Mecaſhphim. To a gentle- 
man in the bloom of life, as you are, 
it muſt prove a misfortune peculiarly 
poignant to be deprived of all ca- 
pacity for nuptial rites. For the pur- 
pole of diſſolving the charm, I have 
brought with me the three women, 
whom you ſaw in the College, and 
we ſhall in half an hour reſtore you 
to your former virility.“ 

At this ſpeech, I could hardly re- 
frain from laughing; but, that 1 
might not add inſult to mortification, 
I preſerved a look of compoſure. 
„ You have no occaſion, anſwered 
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I to be under any uneaſineſs about 
the tranſaction at the College; for 
it has been productive of no bad con- 
ſequence. I have every night fince 
had the enjoyment of the rites 
which you mention, and never be- 
fore did I perform them with more 
ſatisfaction, either to my partner ot 
myſelf. My deſire and my ability 
are equally unaffeQed.” Struck with 
confuſion at this anſwer, he made no 
reply for a few moments, but after- 
wards, with a cunning, which was 
characteriſtic of his profeſſion, he 
ſpoke as follows: © Indeed I recol- 
lected after the tranſaCtion, that ! 
had omitted a principal part of the 


ceremony. I am extremely olad it 
happened 


E 

happened ſo; and have come now on- 
1y to make an apology, and to beg that 
you will entertain no reſentment on 
account of my behaviour. Permit me 
alſo to requeſt as a particular favor, 
that you will conceal the whole af- 
fair.” To remove his uneafineſs, I 
told him that I confidered the inci- 
dent entirely as a farce, and ſhould 
not mention it to any perſon. As a 
compenſation for his trouble, I pre- 
ſented him at the ſame. time with a 
few gold pieces, for which he ſeem- 

ed very thankful. 
During my ftay at Babylon, I 
uſed frequently to walk the ſtreets at 
a late hour in the night, en account 
of enjoying the cool air, This 1 
B 4 Could 
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could hardly have done with ſafety 


in the capital of any other country 
where I had hitherto been. But here 


the cheapneſs of proviſions prevented 


robberies, and the temples of Venus 
ſecured one from the annoyance. of 
proftitutes. I chiefly reſorted to 
thoſe ſtreets, which lay'on the banks 
of the river, and in one of them | 


had my lodgings. But wherever I 


wandered, the ſmell of incenſe was 
iſſuing from almoſt every houſe, 

In one of thoſe nocturnal excur- 
ſions, curioſity prompted me to liften 
at a window, where I heard the ſound 
of two perſons engaged in converſa- 
tion, which ſeemed to be of the amo- 
rous kind, That I might hear more 
clearly, and alſo have a ſight of 
5 | them 


191 
them, I mounted the hinder part of 
a chariot, which ſtood "againſt the 
wall of the houſe. From this ſtation; 
had a full view of them, without 
being perceived; and the window be- 
ing open at the top, I could now 
hear diſtinctly every word that was 
ſpoken. The parties, as I had at firſt 
conjectured, were a man and woman. 
They were in the act of dalliance; 
and had each a cup of wine in their 
hand. “ don't expect my huſband 
home to night, ſaid ſhe, but in caſe 
he ſhould come, what ſhall I do with 
you?” „ We. muſt think of that, 
anſwered he.“ I'll tell you what, 
ſaid ſhe ;- I ſhall let you o out at a back 
door, which leads into the yard, and 
by means of a bench at the farther 

end, 
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[ end, you may eaſily climb-over the 
j wall into the adjoining lane.“ „ An = 
admirable thought!” replied he. | 
„ Come, ſaid ſhe, if you pleaſe, 1 | 
| ſhall ſhow it you now.“ „ With all 
my heart, my dear,” anſwered he. | 
They accordingly went out of the 
room, and returned in about two | 


minutes, congratulating each other | 
upon an expedient, which would ob- 


viate any diſagreeable conſequences 
from a ſurpriſe. © But, ſaid he to 
her, if he ſhould come home, when 
may 1 ſee you again?“ I can meet 
you at the Temple to-morrow,” re- 
plied ſne. I can't go to the Tem- 
ple, anſwered he, but may not you 0 
come to the College? You can en- 1 
quire for me, and tell that you want 0 


to 


(nr 1 

to conſult me abeut a dream,” 
« About what time ?“ ſaid ſhe. 
« About noon, if you pleaſe, an- 
ſwered he. & Very well, my dear,” 
replied ſhe. te 

I ſhall not deſeribe the ſituation in 
which I beheld them à little after, 
They proceeded to cloſer dalliance 
and I thought it would be doing a 
degree of juſtice tothe violated rights 
of the huſband, to interrupt their cri« 
minal engagement at leaſt. for that 
night. Deſcending therefore from 
where I ſtood, I knocked at the door, 
and immediately ran towards the 
bank of the river, where I lay con- 
cealed behind a palm-tree, whence 1 
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might have a view of him in- leaping 
over the wall. I had hardly placed 
myſelf 
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myſelf in this ſituation, when I ſaw 
him appear, and perceived ſomething 
of a white colour drop from him.” As 


ſoon as he had paſſed, I picked it up, 
and found it was his girdle. Attach, 


cd to ĩt, as uſual, was a pouch, con- 
taining a ſmall book. I then follow- 
ed the owner; and having ſeen him 
enter the College of Chaldeans, retir- 
ed to my ladgings. ; 

On examining the book next 
morning, I found it to be a Diary, in 


which, among other articles, were 


the following. 
Addition to Firſt Principles. 
Conjunction beſt when the ſeven 
ſtars are about vertical to the Obe- 
ik, : 


16 1 

Loi 3. Ventured this day to the 
Temple, but muſt go no more. Un- 
fortunate diſcover x.. 

Cannot agree with Oromaſdes on 
the affair at the Obeliſk. Cure at 
any rate. A ſtrange affair. alas 

Chief of the Magi very much indif- 
poſed. Good time now, to puſh at 
the Queen $ favorite . maiden. Con- 
ſult the ſtars to night, tens tore. h 

Stars favorable. Cannot live 
long. PR WOES =" 

Viſited the E $ maiden. Ap 
plication agreeable, GR 

Memorandum. If the King thoula 
command my attendance for the pur- 
poſe of a conſultation, anſwer al- 


Ways, O King, live for ever. 455 
| Drank 
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Drank too much palm- wine laſt 
night. Head not clear. Nor index 


ſo true to the point as uſual in a morn 


ing. 00804 
Chief of the Magi continues dan- 
gerouſly ill. Stars ſtill favorable. Re- 
peat application to- morrow in the 
warmeſt manner. Muſt drink but 
little palm-wine to-night. f 


Application m enforced, and 
well received. © 


Mem. Next time I go to the 


Queen's maiden, muſt faſten the door 
at the bottom. 


Chief of the Magi much beter 


Sudden change of the ſtars. we 


8. Spirits low. Muſt take ſome 
ginger with palm-wine to-night: 
Dreamt 


16 
Dreamt laſt night that the Queen's 
maiden was with child. Worſe and 
worſe. Muſt give over thoſe 0 
all together: 


G H. A . II. 
SALE OF THE YOUNG WOMEN. 
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T was a cuſtom amongſt the Aſſy- 


rians, that on a certain day, every 
year, all the young women of a mar- 
riageble age ſnould be publiely ſold 
at a fair, which was held for the pur- 
poſe . The handſome women were 
firſt fold, and became the property of 
thoſe who offered the higheſt price. 
The women whom none would chooſe 
to purchaſe, where next brought for- 


ward 
* Herodotus. 
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16 J. 
ward, and each of them given to thoſe 
men who were nee ae. hem 
2 8 he modey n—_— 
the ſale of the former claſs +. The 
fair for the diſtrict of Babylon 
was now to be held i in a few days, 
and great preparations were making 
for i it. The men who, intended to 
purchaſe were providing themſelves 
with money; the women were em. 


ployed in procuringthe neateſt dreſies 


they could afford; and the river 
ſwarmed with boats, which had come 


from Arabia with incenſe, to ſu pply 


the demand for that article. 


The 
1 Herodotus, > 


1 


a 
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| The place allotted for this ſale lay 
on the weſt bank of the Euphrates, 
about a mile from the city, It Was 
of the form of an amphitheatre, 
Haded from the hear of the ſun by a 
row of palm-rrees at a little diftance.” 
On each fide, ſeveral rows of rents 


extended towards the river. "Thoſe 
on the left-hand were for the uſe of 
the women before the ſale; and 
thoſe on the right for the reception 
of them after. Behind were erected 
tents, furniſhed with wine and provi- 
ſions for the entertainment of both 
ſexes; and near them the booths of 


thoſe who were employed i in felling 


incenſe. On the weſt-ſide of the 
amphitheatre ſtood the royal tent, 
" "Vol. ih C for 
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for the accommodation of the King 
and Queen, if they ſhould honor the 
fair with their preſence. „ 1 8. 

An indiſpoſition of one of the 
young Princes preventing the King 
and Queen from coming to the ſale, 
the royal tent was occupied by ſeve- 
ral of the nobility, among whom was 
the Governor ; and with this com- 


pany, which contilled of perſons of 
both ſexes, 1 I alſo had my ſtation, | 


About nine o (clock i in the morn- 
ing commenced this extraordinary 
ſcene. Such it was at leaſt to me. 
For though in other places, 1 had 
ſeeti male and female {laves fold pub- 
licly in the market, I never yet had 


ſen ſhe) women _ _ to n debe 


| N 
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In the centre of the rea three 
ſteps led up to a platform, on which 
the women ſtood when they were ex» 
poſed to ſale. Six Commiſſianers, 


appointed by the King to ſuperin- 


tend the proceedings, ſat on chairs on 
the right and left. An officer, choſen 
by the Commiſſioners, introduced 


the women ſucceffively from their 
tents ; and each of them, on being 


fold, retired to the rows of tents on the 
other ſide. All the women who were 
to be expoſed to ſale had a garland of 
flowers on their head, and. carried in 
their hand a ſprig of myrtle. 
That no diſputes might ariſe with 
regard to precedeney, it had formers 
ly been uſual for the'Commiſſioners 
C 2 to 
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to draw up the two claſſes of women 
ſeparately before the ſale, and to fix 
the order in which they ſhould pros 
ceed to the platform. But as many 
complaints were afterwards made of 
partiality in the arrangement, and ag 
the taſk was at any rate extremely in- 
vidious, a rule had lately been intro- 
duced, that the women of the reſpec- 
tive clafſes ſhould take precedency 
according to the date of the ticket, 
which teſtified their having ſacrificed 
their virginity at the Temple of Ve- 

nus. * 
As to the divifion of the claſſes, 
this was till left to the Commſſion- 
ers, and was a privilege which they 


hardly could abuſe, For, though 
it 


4 
it might be difficult to decide with 
regard to the degrees of 'betuty in 
great nunnber of handſome women, 
nothing was more eaſy than to draw | 
a line, by the univerſal principles of 
human taſte, between thoſe who were 


bandſome or agreeable, ' and thoſe 


who were the contrary. Among the 
latter ranked all ſuch as were maim- 
ed, lame or deformed. 


When the firſt of the young wo- 
men mounted the platform, and had 
delivered her ticket to the Commiſ- 
ſtoners, Here is a fine girl for you: 
faid the public cryer, with a loud 
voice. She is worth a million. of - the 
beſt money in Babylon.“ A talent 
was inſtantly bid, . Tyo talents, 

h „Eg « Two 


b 
1 


22 1 

Two talents and a half ie Three 
talents,” —** Four talents, Pg 
calents, . Fix, „ © Seven,” * Eight 
Nine Ten talents.” At this 
price the was knocked. down, d 
Jed from che platform by Wepa 
who had offered it. | 

On the introduction of the ſecond, 
the cryer pronounced an evlogium 23 
before. She was yet more beautiful 


than the preceding girl, and no leſs 
than fifteen men contended for the 
purchaſe, When thirteen of them 
had gone ſuch a length, that their pa- 
rents or relations would not ſuffer 
them to proceed farther; the two 
remaining candidates continued to 
maintain the diſpute, until ſhe was 


| vn the point of being determined 
the 


6 
the property of ane-who had bid for 
her no leſs, than ſexenteen talents. 
The other competitor, affirming chat 
his agtangoniſt copld nat. pey che 
money, which he had offered, in- 
fiſted that the young woman qught 
to be adjudged to himſelf. A Mar- 


ri d man now ſtepped up to the 
higheſt bidder, and defired to ſpeak 


with him privately. Leave being 


granted by the Commiſſioners, they 
retired to the ſide cf the amphithea- 
tre; and returning almoſt immedi- 
ately, requeſted permiſſion to ſpeak in 
private with the lady. After a ſhort 
demur among the Commiſſioners, 
this was alſo complied with; and in 
the mean-time another young woman 


was ordered to be introduced, 
GC 4 By 
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_ By the time that the ſale of the 


third, who went off for nine talents, 


was completed, the parties who had 
lately retired for the purpoſe of a'pfi- 
vate interview, returned to the am- 
phitheatre. He who had been the 
higheſt bidder, now informed the 
Commiſſioners, that the man with 
whom he had been ſpeaking, and. 
who was known to be a perſon of 


great fortune, offered to be ſurety for 


his payment of the purchaſe- money. 
The other confirmed the aſſertion: 
and the Commiſſioners accepting 


the ſecurity, the purchaſe of the 


young woman Was declared to be 
wald 


The 


I'S. 

The calling of the young. woman 
out of the amphitheatre, had to me ſo 
ſuſ picious an appearance, that Lquit- 
ted the tent,.to make enquiryliato- 
the cauſe of this tranſaction q and the 
account I received was ſuch as could 
give me no high opinion of Babylo- 
nian delicacy. The man who had de- 
fired to ſ peak with the higheſt bidder, 


was not only ſuppoſed to be one of 
the richeſt men in.the kingdom, but 


was notorious, for a libidinous diſpo-- 
ſition, He never failed to attend alb 
the fairs. of this kind, that were held 
within many miles of his reſidence 5 


and it was a frequent practice with 


him, at the ſale of an extraordinary 


fine woman, to offer to accommodate 
with 
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with'ready money, for a certaintime, 
thoſe purchaſers, who ſtood in need 
of affiſtance, upon condition that 
he ſhould enjoy the firſt night of the 
bride, and afterwards have free acceſs 
to her when he pleaſed, until the 
whole of the debt was diſcharged. 
This was the buſineſs upon which he 
had deſired to ſpeak with the man; 


who, it ſeemed, on receiving the 
overture, made no heſitation to ac- 


cept of the terms, if the conſent of 
the young woman could be obtained. 
When the affair was made known to 
her, ſhe anſwered that ſhe had no ob- 
jection, provided they could agree 
between themſelves. This facility 


appeared che more extraordinary, a8 
the 


E I 


the other competitor had the advan- 


tage in exterior accompliſhments, and 
both of them were equally ſtrangers 
to her. It could be imputed to no 
other cauſe than the eſtabliſhed proſ- 
titution at the Temple, which had 
fapped the foundation of female 
virtue. ; hs, 
The young woman, who next aſ- 
eended the platform ſeemed inferior 
to none who had preceded her. Ten 
young men vied with each other to 
obtain poſſeſſion of the prize. While 
the conteſt was proceeding with great 


eagerneſs, I heard a man in the crowd 
exclaim, Bid away? ſhe's match 
enough for you all, to mynomiedge⸗ 
On making enquiry: into the (cauſe 

of 
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he had ſeen her at the Temple almoſt 


every day during the laſt twelyer 
month, , CY, X : 
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THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED; 
AN EXTRAORDINARY INCIDENT, 


HE amiable modeſty of a young 
woman who was now intro- 
duced, reflected diſgrace on the in» 
ſtitutions of Babylon. On being 
aſked for her ticket from the Tem- 
ple, ſhe replied that ſhe had not been 
there. What ! not at the Temple 0 


exclaimed one of the Commiſſioners: 


„ Then you have nothing to do 
here.” 


1 29 J 


here,” © 1 was born in this country, 
ſaid ſhe, but my parents are of Cap- 


padocia; and I have been taught by 


them that no woman ought ever to 


ſubmit to proſtitution.” © You 
have been taught bad. principles, re- 
plied he; you muſt be prooved at the 
Temple.” “ You muſt be prooved,” 
repeated all the Commiſſioners. 
This beautiful young lady was 
truly a phenomenon in Babylon, -She 
was probably the only girl in the 
nation who retained her ' virginity one 
day beyond the common term of the 
marriageable age. Had I been inclin- 
ed to form any matrimonial connexi- 
on in Babylon, I know not whether 


there was in the country another to 
whom 
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whom I would have given my hand. 
I ſhould then have taken her to the 
Temple, and in conformity to the. 
laws, ſhould certainly have prooved 
her; but it would have been ſuch 4 
prooving as, under à folemn vow of 
marriage, could neither have violut- 
ed the purity of her Farin 

the reQitude of my own. 2 


With a becoming diſdain ſhe took 
i! from her head the garland of flowers; 
| and dropped the branch of myrtle 
| from her hand. The people cleared 
| the way for her to paſs towards the 
right of the amphitheatre, but ſhe re- 
turned with dignity to the other ſide, 
by the path through which ſhe had 
entered. Nor, though totally unat- 
ane - tended, 


t 1 


tended, did I obſerve that any man 
had the gallantry even to offer to con- 
duct her home. So much had an 
abſurd inſtitution. rendered them in- 
ſenſible to the moſt lovely attribue 
of the female character. 


4 


A man, of the name of Ariſtobu- 
lus, who ſtood near the platform, 
and had been ſometimes jocular in 
his obſervatiohs, now made a re- 
mark, that the wotrien who were put 
up to ſale ought to be exhibired 
more fully te the ſpectators. He 
ſaid, he had been in a countty in I 
dia, where it was common for a man, 
who could not afford to give a 
daughter any dowry, to carry her to 


the market: place, as ſoon as the had 
attained 
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attained the bloom of her age. Nen 
fammoning the people by the found 
of a trumpet, the men firſt got a view 


of her hinder parts up to her neck, 
and next of her fore-parts; after 
which, if the fight gave ſatisfac- 
tion, a bargain for marriage was con- 
cluded by ſome one of the com- 


pany 2 Such A method, he ſaid, Was 


equitable, and, in his opinion, ought 
to be adopted. 


He. was thus expreſſing his gott 
ments aloud, when a young woman 
paſſed by to the platform. Iobſerved 
that ſhe caſt at him a look of indig- 
nation, to which, it is probable, his 


Lubſequent behaviour was in great 


A A 
« Wd * Strabo. 
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meaſure wings. She. had, hardly 
taken her ſtation when he haſtily Y ſtep⸗ 
ped towards her, and exclaiming, 
No tricks upon, travellers!“ put 
both his hands vp under her gar- 


ment; but for what purpoſe, Tcould 


[| 


ho 


not imagine. He ſeemed to exert 
them about her haunches, and in- 
ſtantly gave à violent tug.” She cried 
out, © Oh! Luſe ir for ſwimming.” 
« Very well, ſaid he, ſwim now thro” 
the market, if you can” Off ſhe 


ſcampered towards the city, as faſt as 


her legs could carry her; whilſt he 
ſhowed us the piece of furniture , of 
which he had diveſted her. It was a 
cork-rump, the firſt of the kind I had 


ls Fo 


ever ſeen. The people, who all 
Vol. II 9 laughed 
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Kighed heartily on the occaſion, all. 
mired his ſagacity ; and many of 
them approved of putting i in practice 
the eure, which he had men- 


tioned, 


97 

The aſternoon was by this time far 
advanced, and upwards of three hun- 
dred young women were ſold, when 
a large body of men was ſeen ad- 
vancing rapidly towards the am- 
phitheatre. T hey, appeared to have 
come from the Euphrates, and were 
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"ſoon'as they Had reached the ſpot, 


ee themſelves in a line, 
along the front of the tents on the 
right fide : and immediately drawing 
their ſwords, which had hicheno 


' been 
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the young women ho had been pyr- | 


chaſed, and .violengly carried them 
off. Univerſal conſternation and up- 
roar inſtantly, took place. The young 
brides ſhrieked algyd as they were 
dragged along hy the raviſhers. The 
frantic purchaſers ran after them 
with all the ſpeed of love, accelerated 
by vengeance and deſpair. En- 
treaties, menaces, exectations were 
poured forth in profuſion, to no pur- 
Poſe. Albthe men who had been 
aſſembled at the amphitheatre joined 
in the, purſuit: but they had not a- 
mongſt them a ſingle ſword; and 
their flight-rads. could prove of no a- 
vail.againſt the arms of the aſſailants. 
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In ſhort, they had the mortification 
to ſee every one of the young women 
hurried into the boats, which lay on 
the ſide of the river, and carried a- 
way in triumph, they knew not whi- 
ther, nor by whom. 


Of all the men who had commit- 
ted this daring outrage, only one was 
made'priſoner, in conſequence of hay- 
ing ſprained his ancle by a fall. The 
fury of the people devoted him to 
immediate deſtruction. T hey rolled 
him on the ground, where it was co- 
vered with bitumen, and ſprinkling 
over him ſome of this ſubſtance dried, 
which they uſed as fuel, they led 
kim towards a houſe, where they 


might procure fire, for the purpoſe 
of 
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of burning him. They were on the 


point of executing this ſentence, 
when the Governor interpoſed. He 


repreſented to them, that inſtead of 
gratifying their juſt reſentment by an 


act of fruitleſs revenge, the better 


way would be to reſerve him as an 


informer and guide, towards obtain- 
ing ſatisfaction of all who had been 
concerned in the outrage. This pro- 
poſal being enforced with that per- 
ſuaſive eloquence of which he was 
maſter, the people immediately deſiſt- 
ed from their purpoſe. 


The priſoner, though a foreigner 
by birth, could ſpeak the Babylonian 
language, 'and he anſwered without 


heſitation to the queſtions which 
os 2 were 


—— 


n 
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were aſked of him. When inter 
rogated concerning kis aſſocistes, ie 
informed vs that they belonged to 2 
tribe of the Arabs, who, being ac- 
cuſtomed to a wandering and preda- 
tory life, had amongſt them but few 
women; and knowing of the fale ar 
Babylon, by the veſſels which ann. 
ally came hither with incenfe, had 
formed the plan of this expedition. 
For executing it with greater fucceſi 
they had furniſhed themſelves with 
habits made after the manner of the | 
Baby lonians. 


CHAP. 
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MELANCHOLY STATE OF BABYLON: 
THE SALE OT THE YOUNG; Wo: 
MEN RESUMED+/ ANECDOTE QFi& 
BRIDE. GREAT REVELLINGS> 
REFLEXIONS ON THE SALE; or 
THE WOMEN, AND ON THE MAN» 
NERS OF THE BABYLONIANS.. |; 

ABYLON, which was this 

night expected to be a ſcene of 
great feſtivity, exhibited a melancho- 
ly ſpectacle. The ſenſeof public in- 
ſult was aggravated by the diftreſs 
of thouſands of individuals. The 
whole city reſounded with the lamen 

| D 4 tation 
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tation of huſbands, who had loſtꝰ the 
partners of their unconſummated 
nuptials; of parents bereft of their 
daughters; and of the youth of both 
ſexes deprived of their ſiſters in the 
bloom of their age and beauty. Some 
of the youthful purchaſers, impelled 
by; deſpair, flung themſelves head- 
long into the Euphrates, and were 
drowned... In others, the mingled 
paſſions of love, © diſappointment, 


grief, and revenge, produced ſuch 
tumultuous, emotions as drove them 


into diſtraction. Amongſt | thoſe of 
leſs violent paſſions, ſome, whoſe for- 
tunes could ſuſtain the loſs, deter- 
mined. to repair the diſaſter at the ex- 
pence of a ſecond purchaſe'; whilſt 

151 © Sh others, 
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others, who could not afford this re- 
ſource; and perhaps were even ruin- 
ed by the tranſaction of the preceding 
day, ſubmitted to the reſolution of 
ſacrificing taſte to convenience, and 
of accepting, on the loweſt terms, ſuch 
women as ſhould receive dowries in 
compenſation of their Den de- 
fects. | | 
To guard againſt any farther foe. 
priſe, a royal edict was now iſſued, 


enjoining that every man who attend- 
ed the ſales of the women ſhould 


come accoutred with a ſword; a cuſ- 
tom which ſuſibſted, I believe, to the 
end of the Perſian monarchy, Under 
this regulation the ſale was reſumed 
next day, and continued by agjourn- 

88 ments 


ments until all the young women in 
the province, who had attained the 
marriageable age, amounting to up- 
wards of thirteen thoufand, were dif- 
yu of. 


The number of the women whoſe 
beauty attracted purchaſers greatly 
exceeded that of the other claſs; and 
as many of them had been bought at 
a high price, the fund thence ariſing 
proved ſufficient to place the huſ- 
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bands of the others in eaſy circum- 
ſtances. 


During the continuance of the ſale, 


1 rr 


þ I went occaſionally to fee its pro- 
3 greſs, and I cannot forbear mention- 
# ing an anecdote relative to one of 
| | um brides, whoſe behaviour not a 
W little 
| 


L 1 
little ſurpriſed me. Happening to 


go into a tent, to take à glaſi of wine, 


I overheard a converſation between 
a young woman and a man whoſeem- 
ed to be her lover. Well, my dear, 
ſaid ſhe, I know that I Mould have 
been your wife to-day, had you been 
able to purchaſe me. But, though 
we cannot enjoy the happineſs of a 


nuptial union, We may indulge, as 
often as we have an opportunity, 
the paſſion which we entertain for 
each other, You was my partner at 
the Temple, and whenever you 
pleaſe, you may command my com- 
pany in private, either at our own 
houſe if practicable, or at any other 
place of aſſignation.“ 


Juſt 


4 1 | 

Juſt as ſhe had finiſhed theſe 
words, I obſerved a young man ad- 
vancing to the tent in which they 
were, and ſhe ſaid to her paramour, 


« Oh! here comes my huſband; 
now we mult part.” 


I was defirous of ſeeing her behavi- 
our towards a huſband, for whom ſhe 
ſeemed ſo void of attachment. On 
coming up to the tent, he took her 
by the hand with an air of cordiality, 


and aſked her to go with him to one 


of the neighbouring falls, to pur: 
chaſe ' incenſe. Her lover was now 
gone away, and ſhe replied to the 
huſband, « That I will, my dear, 
with all my heart.” They according- 
ly went, and I followed them at a 
| little 
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little diſtance. When they reached 
the ſtall, the huſband ſaid to the 
merchant, *« Come, friend, I muſt 
have ſome incenſe of you.” © Very 
well, Sir, anſwered the other; how 
much do you want? If I may judge 
from the appearance of both parties, 
I think it will not be a ſmall quan- 
tity that can ſerve you.” I believe 
you judge right, friend. Let me have 
half a dozen of pounds to begin with. 
I have paid a good price for my 
wife to-day, and I muſt have ſome- 
thing for my money,” ©* You have a 


good right, anſwered ſhe ; the more 


the better, I aſſure you.” © If you have 


paid a good price, faidthe merchant, 


it is my opinion you have made 
2 pur- 


' 
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a purchaſe that deſerves it; and. what 
is a man without a woman?“ Well 
replied, honeſt merchant, ſaid ſbe, 
and what is a woman without a 
man?“ 1 had often heard of the 
"Whore of Babylon, but on ſeeing 
this behaviour, I ſaid within myſelf, 
« Is it. poſſible that ſhe can be more 
profligate than a Babylonian wife — 
In. a. ſnhort time the voice of lamen- 
tation either ſubſided, or was ſuſ- 
pended by the revellings of the po- 
pulace. For ſeveral nights befofe 
the ſale was concluded, nothing 
could be heard in the ſtreets but the 
noiſe of riot, encreaſed by the ſipging 
of obſcene ballads. Bonefires like- 


wiſe blazed | in all the quarters of the 
city. 


L ] 


city. On one of thoſe nights L ſtood 
for ſome time looking out of window 
in my apartment; and whilſt Job- 
ſerved the crowds that paſſed, I alſo 
did not eſcape obſervation. Had 
you no money to purchaſe awife to- 
day?“ ſaid one? Why did not 
you bring home an ugly one, then? 
fid another; an ugly one is better 
than none.” He's a ſtranger, ſaid 
a third; he knows that he can have 
fport enough at the Temple.” Their 
favorite tunes were four ballads ;.the 
Thalaſſio of Ninus; Semiramis's jig ; 
the Haram of Sardanapalus; and 
the Whore of all Whores is the Baby- 
lon Whore; with the laſt of which 
they ſeemed to be chiefly delighted. 
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As women here always ſold at» 
cording to their rank in the ſcale of 
beauty, I had a good opportunity 
of obtaining information how far 
this admired gift of nature con- 
tributed to the happineſs of the 
conjugal ſtate. But in the greater 


number of inſtances, rhe reſult of my 


enquiry correſponded not with the 


general opinion. It is probable, 


however, that this may have been 
owing more to the cuſtom of the 
country, than to the influence of per- 
ſonal grace on the mind and behavi- 
our. . In the young women who were 
handſome, the practice of. ſelling 
them encouraged pride, and in men 


of wealth it excited ambition ; but 


neither 


11 
| neither the pride * the ambition 
was founded on principles 'v which 
tended "either to promote the public | 
good, or the private happineſs of che 
parties. In early life indeed! it might 
conduce to excite induſtty in the | 
male ſex} but the früit o their ; 
labor might be irretrievably” de- | b 
ſtroyed by their marriage. By the 9 
extravagant price which young 1 men 
generally paid for their ſpouſes, the 
practice frequently occaſioned an un 12 
natural union of pride and poverty. 

The woman, without” being mer- 

cenary, was the flave of the rich; 3 4 


| hy. v4 ir 43919291 | 
the man often enjoyed'the* Property, | 


405 7 {3 
without the affedtion of | his wife. ; 


* ; rity! 


I am certain that it cut off more than 
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half the enjoyment of the ſexes; 
The tender aſſiduities, the endearing 
proteſtations of paſſion, ſufficient not 
only to confirm mutual attachment, 
but even to ſoften the heart of the 
maſt obdurate fair, were by this per- 
nicious cuſtom entirely precluded; | 
and during the more lapguid hours 
of connubial intercourſe, the mind 


| could enjoy no conſciouſneſs of for- 


mer hopes, and dalliances, and tran- 
ſports, ſo powerful to re-invigorate 
love. In a word, it was ſubverſive 


of the fineſt feelings of the heart, and 
tended to the early extinction of that 


1791 


mutual regard, which, if cultivated 
by 2 pron courtſhip, might have 
ſüͤbl ed, and even have encreaſed 


chrovgh life. ns ; 
— 5 During 


CF 


During my ſtay at Babylon, I ob- 
ſerved, even in the beſt company, 


that the manners of the people were 
far leſs poliſhed than might have 
been expected in the capital of a 
great kingdom, ſo renowned for i its 
grandeur and the former magni- 


ficence of its princes. This effect 
ſeemed alſo to flow from the cuſtom 


above deſcribed, which equally in- 


fluenced both ſexes. Whilſt the 
gifts of nature were the only means 
which could recommend women at 


a public ſale to the attention of pur- 
chaſers, they little regarded thoſe 


elegant accompliſhments eſſential to 


female education in ſocieties differ- 
ently conſtituted. The men alſo, 
E 2 ſenſible 


: 
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fenfible that nothing but money could 
procure them a beautiful conſort, 
Paid no attention to thoſe ſoft and 
inſinuating qualifications which, in 


affairs of love, prove often more ef. 


fectual than exterior endowments, 
Neither of the parties ever carrying 
their proſpect beyond the epoch of 


marriage, they were alike unprepared 
for ſupporting with mutual eſteem, 


that ſeaſon of indifference, which too. 
ſoon would ſucceed the ſatiety of 
ſenſual enjoyment. 
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CA AN 


vOY AGE TO SHEBAH., FATAL DISAP- 
POLNTMEESE; 


AVING now ſatisfied my curi- 
ofity with reſpect to Babylon, I 
began to think of viſiting the iſland of 


Shebah, which lay towards the ſouth- 
eaſt, in the Indian ocean. The 
Prince of this country was eſteemed 
the Ulyſſes of the age. His 
grandmother, from the ſame motive 
which now actuated me, had once 
gone to Jeruſalem, to behold the 
glory of the famous Solomon, king 


E 3 of 
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Judea, who, though reputed the 
wiſeſt man that ever lived, was re- 
markably addicted to the love of wo- 
men. Soon after her return, ſhe was 
obſerved to be . pregnant ; and from 
the character of Solomon, people 
generally imputed the effect to the 
gallantry of that amorous monarch, 
The prince, of whom ſhe was after- 
wards delivered, diſcovering extraor- 
dinary abilities of mind, the ſuſpicion 
gained ſtill greater credit, and he 
univerſally received the denomina- 
tion of the Solomon of Shebah.. A 
hereditary love of knowledge and wiſ 
dom diſtinguiſhed this family. For 
the preſent king reſembled his father 
ſo much in every excellence, that 

he 
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he was uſually entitled the feedha | 


Solomon of his country. 97k 


Preparations were now making At 
Babylon for equipping an atmatmeft 
to revenge the outrage committed 
by the Arabs. Six thoufünd troops 
were allotted for this expedition, 
which was to be actompanied by 
the man who had been made priſoni 
er, The Perſian Gulph was the 
route by which they were to pro- 
ceed ; and as this lay directly in my 
way to Shebah, a thought entered my 
head, that I might now have an op- 
portunity of ſignalizing myſelf by 
ſome military exploit, to which I als 
ways had a propenſity. I comanmi- 


cated the idea to the Governors whe 


E 4 expreſſed 
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expreſſed much reluctance to a mes 
ſure which would unneceſſarily. en- 
danger my life in the cauſe of a 
foreign nation. But on my preſſing 
the deſign with great ardor, he at 
Jaſt conſented, and introduced me to 
the king as a volunteer, whoſe paſ- 
fion for enterpriſe, and whoſe abili- 
ties, he was pleaſed to ſay, might 
prove of the greateſt ſervice to the 
ſacceſs of the expedition. I was re- 
ceived by his Majeſty with the moſt 
flattering tokens of approbation and 
favor, and at my firſt audience he 
conferred upon me the title of a No- 
ble of the Median Monarchy. 

The remainder of my ſtay in Ba- 
bylon was employed in preparing for 
"= the 
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the expedition; and in caſe of what 


might happen, I reſolved to make my 


will before our depayture. Having 
no near relations, I bequeathed the 


whole of my eſtate and effects in Ar- 
menia to the Governor, for whom I 


had contrafted a great attachment; 


leaving at the ſame time a handſome 
proviſion not only to the two ſervants 
who accompanied me, but to thoſe 
whom I had left behind. 


Every thing being ready for ths 
enterpriſe, we ſet ſail in thirty veſſels, 


and in eight days reached the coaſt 
of the enemy. The Arabs, ſuſpect- 
ing that ſo violent an outrage as they 
had committed could not paſs unre- 


venged, and having alſo perhaps re- 


ceived 


| 
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ceived intelligence of our armament, 
had fortified themſelves upon” ah 
eminence with a high wall, on the 
weſt ſide of which was a gate ſtrong. 
ly defended ; by ſentinels. Their 
number was about fifteen hundred; 
and conſcious that their poſt was 
impregnable, they diſcovered no 
other ſolicitude than to bid us defi 
ance by every kind of provocation. 
which they could contrive. Whilſt 
we lay ata very little diſtance from 
the wall, they proclaimed by the 
ſound of a trumpet, that they were 
that moment going to embrace the 
women in our fight, and defired that 
we would attend to the tranſaction. 
They actually brought the whole of 

| the 
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the women upon the ramparts oppo- 
ſite to out army, and under the pro- 


tection of ſhields, which they bore 


alternately, raviſhed them in ſueceſ- 
ſion before our face. Some had even 
the audaciouſneſs to put themſelves 
into ſuch attitudes as to render the 
women a ſecurity againſt any miſſive 
weapons from our troops. Not con- 
tent with theſe indignities, they add- 
ed the moſt opprobrious exclama- 
tions. Are ye not obliged to us 
for getting your women with child ? 
'Tis what ye cannot do yourſelves. 
Ye are Sardanapalus's men. He ran 
away, and left his miſtreſs to be em- 
braced by a monkey.” 

They 


1 

They who could have been inſenſi- 
ble to the poignancy of ſuch re. 
proach, muſt have truly deſerved it. 
A general ſpirit of indignation was 
excited through our troops; but 
there appeared no poſſible means of 
attacking the enemy with any proſ- 
pect of ſucceſs. They had water in 
the fortification, and were ſupplied 
with ſuch a quantity of provi- 
fions as would ſerve them ſeveral 
months; within which time, we were 
alſo informed, they would / receive 
powerful aſſiſtance from the other 
tribes of Arabs, who viewed with 
jealouſy the arrival of a Babylonian 
armament upon their coaſts. In this 
deſperate ſituation it was reſolyed by 

our 
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our generals to abandon the enter- 
prize; but as I knew how much 
the Aſſyrian nation, and in particular 
tbe Governor, would be affected by 
ſo diſgraceful a termination of our 
expedition, I took the liberty to ſug» 
veſt, that before this reſolution 
ſhould be put in practice, a ſtrata- 
gem, which I had thought of, might 
be tried. The propoſal I made was, 
that about midnight we ſhould march 
as ſilently as poſſible to the other (ide 
of the fortreſs, where the enemy, 
there ſeemed reaſon to think, kept 


no watch upon the ramparts; and 
that throwing up a ladder of ropes, 
we ſhould inſtantly ſcale the walls. 
I undertook not only to conduct the 

operation, 
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operation, but to be the firſt perſon' il 
who ſhould mount in the aſſault. | 
The ſcheme receiving the appro. | 


bation of the general officers, it was 


carried into execution at the time 
propoſed. I boldly mounted the 
ramparts, which according to my 
conjecture were then undefended.. 


. 
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Almoſt a thouſand of our troops had 
followed my example before the ene- 
my was alarmed. At length, diſco- 
vering what had happened, they came 
ruſhing towards us with great fury; 
but our number was by this time 
ſafficient for maintaining the conflict, 


and more of our troops were con- 
tiaually mounting the walls. After 


a deſperate engagement, in which. 
| many 


0 = 
many were killed on both ſides, the 
Arabs fled with precipitation towards 
the gate, attempting to carry off with 
them the women, who were all in 
that quarter. To prevent them from 
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elfecting this purpoſe, I purſued them 
with the utmoſt ſpeed, calling out to 
the troops to follow me. They 
obeyed the ſummons with alacrity, 
and we had the glory to make the 
raviſners not only abandon their 
prize, but evacuate the fortreſs. 
But I enjoyed only a ſhort time 
the victory of which I had been the 


chief inſtrument. An arrow, ſent 
back by one of the Arabs, juſt as he 


had got without the gate, inſtantly 7 
put a period to my life. I well re- 
238 | member 


q 
[ 
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member that my laſt words were 
theſe: © Tell the Ge nn that 
I die triumphant in avenging 5 in- 


ſult on his country.“ f: 
{ L 37D 2683 
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A NEW TRANSMIGRATION, Ac 


:COUNT or SCYTHIA. MANNERS; 
DRESS, AND OCCUPATION' or 
THE PEOPLE. 


ROM almoſt the ſouthern extre- 
mity of Afia my ſoul was waſt- 

ed into the dreary regions of the 
north; and I was born in Scythia pre- 
_ the ſame hour at Which I had 
| expired 
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ed in the Arabian fortreſs. Such a 
tranſition, had I been ſenfible of '1 it at 
the time, would probably have affected 
me with ſenſations not very agreea- 
ble ; but I was inured to the climate 
before l could draw any compariſon, 
and when T became of age ſufficient 
to exert this capacity, Ifound myſelf 
2 uated by the ſame local attach - 
ment, with which the place of na- 
tivity, for the moſt part, impreſſes 
the human mind. T he ſeverity of 
the climate was compenſated by the 
vigor which it inſpired; z nor did I 
ever regret the deprivation of luxury, 
if ſimplicity of life and manners was 
accompanied' with freedom, 

Vor. II. ** In 


[6] 

_ Jn ſpite of their ſituation the Hcy» 
thians, at the time I ſpeak. of, wer 
the happieſt people in the world. 
Ignorant alike of all thoſe Wantz 
which are either created by valuptu- 
ouſneſs, or ſupplied by labor, they 
derived their ſubſiſtence entirely from 
ſuch produce as bountiful nature had 
prepared. With milk from - theis 
flocks and herds , and with haney 
from the bees + in the woods, they 
lived in a ſtate of eaſe. which had na 


Interruption, and of affluence remote 


from all care. The ſimplicity af 
their food was equalled by that of 


their cloathing, which conſiſted of no - 


thing elſe than the ſkins of their flocks, 


by J uſtin, + Ibid. 
| or 
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or of wild beaſts . No private pofſeſ- 
fions divided the lands of the com. 
munity f: and waggons, covered with 


ſkins, ſerved the purpoſe of migratory 


dwellings T. A univerſal diſpofition 
tojuſtice ſuperſeded the uſe of laws h. 

Without knowing even the name of 
philoſophy, they infinitely excelled, 
in purity of manners, thoſe nations 
which a long ſucceſſion of philoſo- 
phers had labored by precepts to re- 
fine 4. So much amongſt the Scy- 
thians did ignorance of vice ſurpaſs, 
in its beneficial effects, the know- 
ledge of virtue ** , | 


* Jaſtin, + Ibid. 1 Ibid. 5 Ibid: 
- - | Ibid, ** Ibid, 


'' F 2 Ic 


1 


It was a peculiar «circumſtance, in 
the charakter of the, Seythians, chat , 
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from « avarice "and luxury, the uſual 
incitements to violence amongſt men, 
no people was "ever aQtuated by a 
ſtronger defire of military glory and 
conqueſt t „ At an early period 
they had over- ran with their arms, 
and rendered tributary, almoſt the 
whole continent of Aſia; - and to re- 
tain foreign nations in obedience 
was ſtill their predominant paſſion, 
About the time that I was five years 
of age, all the men capable of bear- 
ing arms, except the ſlaves, were al. 


ſembled by their leaders, and march- 
7 Juſtin, 
ed 
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ed ſouthwards, to extinguiſh a ſpire | 
of revolt, which had broke out in J 
Parthia and the neighbouring pro- N 
vincess Women, children, the 
ſlaves, and the ſoperannuated men 
were now left the only inhabitants of 
the country. We had more the ap- 
pearance of a nation which had been 
deſolated by the ſword, than of one 
which aſſerted by its power the do-' 
minion of Aſia. But having no ene- 
mies to fear, 'we ſtood in no need of 
protection. Our time was agreeably 
ſpent in attending our flocks, in 
collecting honey from the old hol- 
low trees in the woods, and in the 


alternate ſports of {ſhooting with 
bows and arrows, and tumbling; 


F 3 in 


L 
in the latter af which exerciſes the 


boys and girls, for the moſt part, em- 
ployed themſelves promiſcuouſſy. 


. 


1 have often been at a laſs to ĩima- 


gine in what manner the women 
could be occupied in the waggons, 
where frequently in the ſummer, but 
always in the winter, it was cuſto · 
mary with them to keep retired. In- 
deed where they had very young 
children, they could be in no want of 
employment; but this would not 


continue more than three or four 


years after the departure of their 


huſbands on the expedition I have 


mentioned. Knitting, weaving, or 


making cloaths, the uſual occupati- 


ons of women in other countries, had 
1 no 


* 


no place amongſt them; nor, oO 1 
dering the ſimplicity of cheir dreſs; 4 
which was only a ſheep's kin; 
could any of their time be paſſed in 
adorning their perfons. As both wy | 
father and mother died when I was a 
an infant, I ſpent 1& time in "the 
waggons than was uſual with young \ 
children, and had therefore teſs op- | 


portunity of obſerving the behaviour 
of the women. I well remember, 
however, that as I and ſome other 
children, with a ſlave, were diverting 
ourſelyes at à little diſtance from a 
waggon, we had occafion to obſerve 
an incident which may perhaps throw 
ſome light upon the ſubject. ; 

| F 4 700-113-200 
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A woman, whoſe family conſiſted of 
two young children and a ſlave, ſent 
the children one day out of the waggon 
to play, and immediately drew up the 


ladder by which they had deſcended. 


In a little time after, we were ſurpriſ- 


ed to ſee her and the ſlave fall thro 


the bottom of the waggon by a trap- 
door, which was made for the pur- 
poſe of oecaſionally putting down 
graſs to the cattle. It ſeemed that the 
ſlave had been upon the top of her at 
the time of their deſcent, and as they 
had fallen with equal velocity, they 
remained in the ſame attitude. Ah 


that is a droll ſight, ſaid one of us. 


What play is that?” “ I perceive 
him move up and down,” ' faid ano- 
ther. 


111 
ther. Why that's not tumbling,” 
The ſlave laughing at our ſurpriſe, 
deſired us not to diſturb them.“ They 
are juſt now very cloſe friends, 
ſaid he, but we ſhall ſee them get up 
in alittle,” They accordingly did ſo, 
and ſhe ſeemed to be in great con- 
fuſion at the diſcovery. We often 
ſpoke to each other of this incident, 
but never knew the meaning of it un- 
til a few years after. When I men- 
tion this ſtory I would by no means 
inſinuate that ſuch a paſtime was fre- 
quent amongſt the Scythian women; 
for in general, they were as much 


celebrated for virtue as the men were 


for valor*®. 
* Tuſlin, 


But 


f 


E 
But whatever might be the diver: 
fion moſt uſual in the waggons, tumb- 
ling, as I have already ſaid, was the 
general entertainment of the youth; 
When we arrived at the age of pus 
berty, I found that all of us were 
more inclined than before to aſſociate, 
eſpecally on private parties, with a 
companion of a different ſex. I'was 
never more happy than in going to 
the woods with a beautiful girl to 
colle& honey. As we went along, 
hand in hand, or ſometimes with my 
arm round her neck, I would often 
take an opportunity to ſnatch a kiſs, 
On thoſe occaſions, I would fome- 
times ſay, Why need we go to 
ſearch for honey ? T here is honey 


upon 
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upon your lips.“ “It is your lips 
that have given it them,” She would 
reply, in the moſt charming and in- 
finuating manner. Tou are my 
ſweet Laſſie, I would ſay. You 
are my dear Laddie,” ſhe. would an- 
fwer. I would then, after a gentle 
reſiſtance, lay ber dawa' on the 
flowry graſs, and we would tumble 
together for three or. four hours. 1 
loved the paſtoral life exceedingly. 

In no part of the world were the 
ſummer and winter more ſtrongly 
contraſted than in Seythia. During 
two months in the former ſeaſon, we 
had ſcarcely any night and in the 


latter, for an equal period, the night 
was continual, The degrees of heat 


and 


16 1 

and cold were in each proportioriably 
great, but the regular vicifſitudes," in 
which they returned, prevented any 
bad effects from the inclemency of 
either. The only danger to which 
we were expoſed was from the wild 
beaſts, which abounded in the thicker 
parts of the foreſts, but ſeldom viſited 
the lawns except during the ſeverity 
of winter, when they often would 
come prowling round our waggons, 
and the folds which encompaſſed our 
flocks and herds, Theſe however 
we ſtron gly barricaded with trees; and 
from the top of our ramparts, never 


failed to make great havoc amongft | 


the aſſailants. The chief ti time for thoſe 


encounters was about the duſk of 


the 


C397 Þ 
the evening, or during the: firſt four 
hours after the moon 1 — to 
ſnine. | o Ne 40 
Whilſt we have vu nada on 
this duty, I have taken great pleaſure 


in contemplating the firmament, which 


made a more glorious appearance in 
Scythia than in any country where 1 
had ever been; . The ſtars ſhone 
with a luſtre unknown to the South- 
ern climates; and beautiful corruſca- 
tions, ſometimes ſtationary; and ſome- 


times changing into a thouſand fan- 
taſtic forms, almoſt always illumi- 


nated the horizon. A plain in Scy- 


thia might have afforded the College 


of Chaldeans a more magnificent 
59803 prtoſpect 


4 
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bk 
( 
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proſpect than they could enjoy even 
from the ſummit of the Tower of 
Belus at Babylon, viz 

Employment of this kind 4 in 
fact the only entertainment we had 
during the depth of winter. For as 
the uſo both of fire and candle was 
totally unknown, the waggons could 
not be fuppoſed to afford the inhabi- 
tants much ſocial delight, The Sey- 
thians were entirely ignorant of lets 
ters; and though they contended for 
antiquity with Egypt * , they had 
likewiſe atnongſt them but very few 
traditions, at leaſt ſuch as could give 
pleaſure in- the recital, On theſe ac- 


* Juſlin, 


counts, 
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counts, and the deficiency of incidents 
in a paſtoral life, their colloquial in- 
tercourſe hardly deferved the name 
of converſation. After making their 
evening meal on milk and honey, 
they laid themfelyes down on Eins ; 
and their covering being the fame i in 
the night as in the day, they were 
more likely to fall aſleep in the dark 


than to keep each er awake whir 
diſcourſe, | 
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was to me the moſt diſagreeable 


circumſtance attending .my preſent 
life. For, of all enjoyments, the in- 
nocent pleaſures of ſociety are the 
laſt which I could ever be induced to 
relinquiſh. To ſupply this great de- 
fect, I now reſolved to bring forth 


a 


A 7) <6 the 
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reſontets which a gfeat timber of 
tranfmigratlons had afforded i me, and 
which gradually toſe to my recollee- 
tion in proportion as 1 approached 
my Acme. I began with make ing 
known to thy compahiohs the doc- 
trine of tranſmigtatlon, and inform- 
ing them that my foulhatl Cucteffive- 
ly animated three hundred and Bfeeen 
bodies ſince the time when it was Tetit 
into the world; Credulousas they were 
in ſome reſpedts; 1 never could et- 
vince them of this fact; thougl after 
I had ſpent whole nights in, retiting 
the hiſtory of former times, and the 
manners of other nations, they have 
been aſtoniſhed dt the eopivuthets 

Vor. II. G of 
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of my narrative, which exceeded 
their ideas of invention as much as 
it ſurpaſſed their belief. The reſult 
was, that they heſitated between cre- 


dulity and ſcepticiſm, liſtening with 


the utmoſt pleaſure and eagerneſs to 


whatever [ recounted, \ ks 
As 1 could repeat almoſt the 1 5 
of the Iliad and Odyſſey, I have often 
entertained them with a detail of thoſe 
celebrated poems; of which, as I had 
alſo a wonderful readineſs at. vetfifi- 
cation in our own language, I would 
now and then tranſlate ſome paſlages, 


To try whether they might beak 
fected by ſcenes of luxury and gran- 


deur, began with the deſcription f 
| thy 


* 
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the gardens and court of Alcinous ; 
but they diſcovered no taſte for ar- 
tificial magnificence, and could form 
no idea of convivial gratification ſu- 
perior to that of milk and honey. 
Amongſt the adventures in the Odyſ- 
ſey, they received great pleaſure 
from the ſtory of the Cyclops, and 
the Epiſode of Circe changing 
Ulyſſes's, companions into ſwine. 


With reſ pect to Penelope, the female 
part of my audience . univerſally a- 
oreed; that in reſiſting the importuni- 
ty of her ſuitors. eyen in the twentieth 


year of her huſband's abſence, ſhe 


behaved like an extremely _ 
woman. | : 


* * + * 
©. E 3 
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- The ſubjects of the Iliad decorded 
moſt with the -gehius of the nation; 
which had an exquiſite ſenſibility to 
heroic atchievements. At the de- 
ſcription of a fierce combat between 
individuals; or the ſhock | of armies 
ruſhing together in general battle, 
they ſeemed to be tranſported with 
enthuſiaſm. N 
Whatever appeared great or 
ſplendid in ſentiment or charactet 
was no leſs the object of their admi- | 
ration, When I repeated the ſabſes 
quent paſſage in one of Hedtor's 
ſpeeches, they exclaimed with rap- 
wre, Oh ! he has been a glorious 
man, Hector. He has certainly been 

. | a Scy- 


L 31 
a Scythian. The paſſuge to which 
L allude is the following. 


" 
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Certain as this, O! might my days endure, 
From age inglorious, and black death ſecure; 


So might my life and glory know no bound, 

Like Pallas worſhi pp'd, like the ſun re- 
nown'd ! | 

As the next dawn, the laſt they ſhall enjoy, 

Shall cruſh the Greeks, and end rhe woes 
of Troy. 


_ NE pans — l 8 P 
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From an idea that excellence of 
every kind was centered in Scythia, 
they concluded that Homer was alſo 
a native of that country. In this 
opinion they were confirmed by the 
deſcription I repeated of the fights 
of wild beaſts, which they imagined 
he could have ſeen no where elſe. 

G 3 | And 


— OO STT—_ WCC - 
— 7 * 5 34 * 


* 
ff 
* 
% 
©; 
1 
[ 


„ 


And when I recited the following 


ſimile, they declared the fact to be 


unqueſtionable; for that no other 
place could be meant by that deſerip- 
tion but the « Fall of Acharn.“ | 


24.1 
1 torrents roll, nies by num'rous 


| rills, 
With rage impetuousdown the echoing hill; 
Ruſh to the vales, and pour'd along the 


plain, 


Roar thro' a thouſand channels to the main ; ; 
The diſtant ſhepherd ern hears the 


ſound : 


'So mix both hoſts, and fo their cries re- 


bound. - 


The hiſtory of the Trojan war af- 
forded them ſo much entertainment, 


that I have often been requeſted to 


repeat 
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repeat the whole from the begin- 
ning; and I ſhall never forget a ludi- 
crous-incident which occurred dur- 
ing one of thoſe recitals. The girl 
whom I have mentioned as my com- 
panion on the honey-expeditions, 
generally placed herſelf near me, and 
we would often ſqueeze each other's' 
hand unknown to any of the come 
pany. Beginning one night to re- 
fume the favorite ſubje&, juſt as T 
was mentioning the rape of Helen, 
I put out my hand in the uſual 
manner to take hold of my partner's, 
when a voice, which was that of her 
grandmother, ſhrieked aloud; and 
exclaimed, * Lord! The man.” To 

G 4 hear 
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hear me the mare diſtinctiy, ſue 
had, without my knowledge, placed 
herſelf between me and the girl; 
and the ſkin which covered her either 
not reaching far enough down, or 
being looſe in the fore-part, I un- 
luckily took hold of her in ſuch a 
way as made her imagine that I in- 
tended to illuſtrate the Rory by an 
example. Inſtantly. ſenſible of my 
miſtake, I drew hack my hand; and 
thinking that in ſuch an affair, an 
apology would aggravate the offence, 


1 took no notice of what, had hap- 
pened, but proceeded with my nar- 


rative. I had however the utmoſt 
difeculty to refrain from laughing at 
ſo 


12 ] 


ſo comical an ineident, which afford- 
ed no little entertainment to the young 
ſhepherdeſs and me next morniog. 


It often happens in buman affairs, 
as I before obſerved, that the moſt 
trivial cauſes are productive of im- 
portant effects; and this obſervation 
was never more ſtrongly verified than 
with reſpect to the incident above 
mentioned. I had for ſome time 
been meditating a project of render- 
ing the Seythians acquainted with 
fire ; an element peculiarly adapted: 
to enereaſe the comforts of life in a 
climate where the winter was ſevere 3 
and the ſpeedy introduction of it 
ſeemed now more neceflary, for pre- 

venting 
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venting any ſuch miſtake as that 
which I had lately committed, The 
uſe of light might deprive me of all 
ſecret nocturnal intercourſe with my 
ſhepberdeſs by means of our hands, 
but this would be compenſated by 
the pleaſure of having each other 
conſtantly in our eye. I therefore, 
ſet about making preparations for 
carrying my deſign into execution. 
- The firſt thing to be done was to 
build a hut or cottage, which I re- 
ſolved to make of ſuch dimenſions as 
that it might accommodate a larger 
company than our uſual number. 1 
marked the foundation of it in a cir- 
cular form, of thirty feet diameter. 
8a | Stones, 


f 
5 1 
Stones, wood and turf, were all the- 
materials neceſſary, and were ſoon 
provided. Infix days, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of the youth in the neighbour- 
hood, the ſtructure was completed. 
In the centre was placed a large flat 
ſtone, for the reception of the fire; 
and immediately over it, in the roof, 
a hole for the emiſſion of the ſmoke.” 
This little caſtle was ſtrongly fortifi- 
ed all round with a paliſado, as a 
defence againſt the wild beaſts; and 
nothing was now wanted but the fire. 
Along the margin of the adjacent 
woods I had ſeen abundance of flint- 
ſtones, out of which I could readily 
ſtrike this element; but I was deter- 

a | mined 
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mined that none of the company at 

firſt ſhould know in what manner it 

was obtained. Having procured 

ſome dry wood, I privately kindle 

[1 it, and afterwards conducted the 
family into-the new habitation. 

| It is impoſſible to deſcribe their 

= aſtoniſhment at the ſight of the fire; 


| Some of them were of opinion that 
= it was a living animal, and that the 


ſmoke which iſſued from it was its 
breath. Others, that it was a portion 
of the ſun, which had fallen from the 
firmament z but they all were equally. 
afraid to enter the cottage. To dif- 
ſipate their apprehenſions, I went 
and held my hands near it for a. 

while ; 
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while; and, on returhiag, defired 
them to feel how comfortably wurm 
it had made me. At length ſome 
of them aſſumed the courage to ven- 
ture within the door, when advancing 
flowly a little farther, their fears 
were renewed, and they ran back 
with the utmoſt ſpeed, as if purſued 
by a wolf or tyger- When 1 had 
rallied their cowardice, and affured 
them that they might approach 
with the greateſt ſafety, they have 
proceeded forward witch the ſame 
cautious ſtep as at firſt ;; but on the 
emiſſion of ſome ſparks, they again 
ran violently out at the door: '- Lifts 
ing ſome of the wood out of the. fire 
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as it flamed, I plunged it into watery 
to ſnow them how eaſily the object 
of their terror might be extinguiſhs | 
ed; but it was 4 work of ſeveral 
hours to overcome their timidity. 
Thet firſt who ventured near the ſut 
was the beautiful young ſhepherdeks, 
whom I led to it by rhe hand. Her 
example was gradually followed by 
others; and at laſt the whole family 
not only approached it without fear, 
but vied with each other in expteſ- 
ſing the moſt lively ſenſations of en- 
yopmnent;, rm 3; 2 45! tien 

Intelligence of the extraordinary 
8 being ſoon communis 
cated to the neighbouring waggons, 
3 8 Our 


en” _ 3 
* 
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little Rotundo was in a ſnort time 
ſufficiently crowded with viſitors. b 
From all who entered, reiterated ex- l 
clamations of amazement were fol - 
lowed by thoſe of ; joy. accompanied 
with mutual congratulations. The 
nonderfol novelty, ithe comfortable 
warmth, and the. pleaſing light, were 
vaiverſally the ſubjects of remark 3 
and all the powers of untutored elo- | 
quence were exerted in the praiſe of 
my ingenuity and knowledge. wat 1 
To give them a farther proof of | 
the uſefulneſs of this element, I had 
recourſe to a piece of furniture left 
amongſt my father's effects. It was 
an iron helmet, which his grand- 
v a 2337 N 


| 


[- 96 3 
father had taken from the head bf 


Baftrian printe of gigantic ſtatute, 
whom he had flain iti Battle. Aſtet 


clearing it of tuft, I applied it to the 


Purpoſe of boiling of milk. This be- 


ing done, I diſſolved in the milk 


ſome honey ; and pouting the mix- 


ture into diſhes, we made the moſt 
delicious repaſt that ever before was 
known by any of the company, at 
leaſt in their preſent tranſmigration. 
It was now propoſed that I ſhobld te- 
pet to our viſitors: ſome of the enter 
taining ſtories which I had formetly 
related to the inhabitants of our own 
waggon; and the ſubject fixed upon 
was the labors of Hercules, who they 


| agreed was a great man. At the 


concluſion 
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concluſion of each labor, the women 
of our waggon would ſay to the other | 
females, © Ye ſhall hear ſomething 
by and by.“ This was always accom- 
panied with a fignificant nod, import- 
ing that the beſt of the ſtory was yet 
to come, 1 well knew what part | 
they meant. It was that where Her- 
cules is ſaid to have got fifty women |; 
with child in one night. Juſt as | 
I entered on the ſubject they 
again repeated, with another nod, 
« Now ye ſhall hear. Now 
it comes; and at the ſame time 
looked earneſtly at the others for 


a declaration of their ſentiments. I 
no ſooner mentioned the hero's at- 
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chievement, than a burſt of applauſe 
iflued from all the married women 


in company; for I muſt in juſtice 


except the beautiful ſhepherdeſs and 
and a few other girls. God fend 


ſuch a man amongſt us!“ ex. 
claimed one of them. Amen! 


fay I.“ replied each of them. © Her- 
cules for ever !” 3 

Amidſt theſe exclamations I could 
not help remarking the behaviour 
of the ſlaves who were in the com- 


pany. They affected to join in the 


emotions ſo ſtrongly teſtified by the 


married women, but it was evident 
that they felt themſelves mortified at 
the contempt which their miſtreſſes, 


by 
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by this enthuſiaſm in favor of the 


hero, appeared to reflect on their 


abilities. | 
I now put the helmet again upon 
the fire, to crown the joyous even- 
ing with another diſh of our delici- 
ous beverage; and whilſt the milk 
was warming, 1 propoſed that we 
ſhould divert ourſelves with ſome 
gambols. Tumbling we had not 
room for; ſo that we friſked up and 
down promiſcuouſly, in a rude ſort 
of dance, which however afforded us 
great entertainment. | 
Whilſt we were regaling ourſelves 
with the laſt diſh of milk and honey, 
we were ſurpriſed at the appearance 
H 2 of 
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of a very unwelcome viſitor. Both 
the gate of the rampart and the door 
of the houſe had been inadvertently 
left open, when the laſt of the com- 
pany had entered, and a wolf, prowl- 
ing with hunger, puſhed the fore-part 
ol his body i in at the door. The unex- 
pected ſight of ſo dreadful an enemy, 
in a place where we were incapable 
of defence, univerſally ſtruck us with 
conſternation, Our deſtruction ap- 
peared to be inevitable, when the fu- 
rious animal, terrified at the Gght of 
the fire, inſtantly retreated. 1 chaſed 
him out of the rampart with ſome 
flaming Ricks, and ſecured the gate 
of our fortification, _ 


k | "5." 
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Such was the rude but innocent 


feſtivity of this memorable day, or 
rather night, denominated afterwards 


the Epoch of the Fire, and the an- 


niverſary of which was celebrated in 
Scythia for many ſucceeding ages. 
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THE SCYTHIAN WOMEN SEND Ax 
BASSADORS-TO THEIR HUSBAND$, 
JOURNEY OF THE AMBASSADORS, 


EWS of the fire reaching the 

inhabitants of the more diſ- 
tant parts, they flocked in great num - 
bers, to behold the phenomenon, 
From every quarter of the country 
pilgrimages were daily made to our 
little caſtle; and thoſe who from in- 
firmity could not come, ſent theit 


ſlaves with ſkins, to carry home ſome 
of the fire upon their backs: ſo 
| ignorant 
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ignorant were they as yet of the 
properties of that element. 

But a flame of a different nature was 
now alſo kindling over Scythia, and 
threatened the moſt dangerous effects. 
Fifteen years were elapſed fince the 
men of this country had marched in- 
to the centre of Aſia on a military 
expedition,“ and there appeared no 
proſpe& of their return. During 
the greater part of this period, their 
wives had refrained from much com- 
plaint: but by ſo long an abſence 
their patience was at laſt exhauſted, 
and they reſolved on demanding 
from their huſbands, in the moſt 

* Juſtin, 
H 4 poſitive 
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poſitive manner, an immedlate reſti- 


tution of their matrimonial rights. 
For this purpoſe meetings of the mar. 


ried women were held in all the pro- 


vinces ; the different aſſemblies main- 
tained a communication with each 
other; a and it was the opinion of all, 
that, without farther delay, ambaſ- 


ſadors ought to be ſent to the Says 
thian army. The inſtructions agreed 
upon were, that if the Scythians did 


not return home immediately, their 
wives would not ſuffer the race to 
become extinct, but would endeavor 
to procure offspring by the men of 
the neighbouring nations. 


* Juſtin, 
| This 
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This meaſure being determined 
upon, the next ſtep was to conſider 
of proper perſons for executing the 
commiſſion. The fame which 1 had 
2cquired pointed me out as emi. 
nently qualified for ſuch ſervice ; and 
it was therefore unanimouſly reſoly- 


ed by the aſſemblies that 1 ſhould 
be requeſted, in the name of the wo- 


men of Scythia, to undertake the of- 
fice of their ambaſſador, "The affair 
ſeemed to be of ſuch importance to 
the nation that I accepted the offer; 
recommending however to the aſ- 
ſemblies to nominate two other per- 
ſons in the commiſſion with me, both 
to obyiate the conſequence of any ac- 

| cident, 
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cident, and to give greater weight to 
the embaſſy. This overture meeting 
with general concurrence, two aſſo- 
ciates were accordingly nominated, 
with the reſerve of my approbation. 
The execution of our office admit- 
ting of no delay, and little prepara- 
tion being neceſſary, we reſolved to 
ſet out next morning. We were 
not in the uſual ſituation of other am- 
baſſadors, to require ſeveral ſuits of 
apparel; for the ſame ſkins which 
we had upon us might ſerve us until 
our return; or if they ſhould ſtand 
in need of renewal, a ſheep's {kin 
was what might be procured with- 
out much difficulty. Our retinue 
75 con · 


km 1 

conſiſting but of three ſlaves was 
likewiſe eaſily provided. The only 
thing neceſſary to carry with us was 
proviſions, with which we could not 
otherwiſe be ſupplied on the whole 
of our journey; for in ſome parts; 
the country was inhoſpitable, and in 
others uninhabited. Milk and honey 
were the two articles. In reſpect of 
the former, as we could not ride vp- 
on cows, we reſolved to take. with 
us milch mares; and each of the 
ſlaves was to carry behind him a bag 
of honey. We all were accoutred 

with ſwords, bows, and quivers. , 
After a tender parting with ſeve- 
ral friends, particularly the beautiful 
| ſhepher- 
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ſhepherdeſs, I iſſued out of the little 
caſtle; and mounting our palfreys at 
the gate, we proceeded on our em- 
baſſy amidſt the prayers of thouſandy 
of the women who had aſſembled on 
the occaſion. 

During fifteen days our journey, 
though not without many difficulties, 
was proſperous. Whilſt we con- 
tinued within the Scythian: territories, 
we generally had recourſe at night 
to ſome waggon, where any was to 
be ſeen ; but if not, I lighted a fire 
with ſome flint which 1 carried in a 
pouch. This ' ſerved the purpoſe 
both of guarding us againſt injury 
from the cold, and of defending vs 
* | from 


[ 109 J l 
from attacks either of robbers” or 1 
wild beaſts, by the terror with which 
it would ſtrike them, as I had experi- 
enced at the caſtle. 'We met how- 
ever with a diſaſter which we had 
not foreſeen. Two ſtone-horſes ſmel · 
ling our mares at a diſtance, came 
driving furiouſly after us, and threw * 
us into great diſorder. There being 
no patent road, we galloped at ran- 
dom with all the ſpeed we could, to 
avoid the purſuers. Five of the 


company had the good fortune to eſ- 
cape ; but in the hurry of the flight, 
a mare belonging to one of the ſlaves 
plunged into a moraſs, where both 
ſhe and the rider inſtantly periſhed. 

| This 


t ue 1 

This melancholy accident, beide 
depriving us of part of our retinue, 
had the farther effect, as we ſoon af« 
ter found, of leſſening the quantity 
of milk which the mares were ' ac- 
cuſtomed to yield, | 

On the third day from this dif- 
after we reached the land of the 
Amazons, which lay directly in our 
route. This nation conſiſted entirely 
of women, who had conceived an in- 
vincible averſion to the male ſexꝰ. 
To ſupport their own ſpecies how- 
ever, they once a year ſubmitted to a 
commerce with the men of the 


neighbouring countries . The male 


* Juſtin, + Ibid, 
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ifſue produced by this union they 
deſtroyed at the birth ꝓ: but after 
burning the right breaſt of the ſemale 
infants, for the more convenient uſe 
of the bow and arrow, they brought 


them up to their own occupation, 


which was riding on horſeback, hunt- 
ting, and military enterpriſes | 

This nation, though of Scythian 
extraction , retained no partiality 
for that country. To paſs through 
their territories was a hazardous un- 
dertaking, but juſtified by neceſſity. 
We obſerved them on each hand of 
us ranging on horſeback, in ſeveral 
parties. As ſoon as they perceived vs 


2 Juſtin, || Ibid, + Ibid, 
to 
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to be men, they raiſed a hideous ſhoiit, 
and directed their courſe towards us. 
We were now in ſuch an extremity 
that to ſurrender ſeemed unavoida- 
ble; and this meaſure was ſtrongly 
urged by my two affociates. But! 
requeſted them to confider the dif. 
grace which we ſhould incur, if we 
tamely ſurrendered ourſelves ptiſon- 
ers to women, however renowned 
for their valor, and formidable by 
their numbers. Should they be in- 
duced to ſpare our lives, which was 
an act of generoſity not be expected, 
the important object of our embaſly 
would be rendered entirely abortive ; 
and we ſhould be doomed to per- 

| | petual 
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petual remorſe for ſaerſfteing to our 
own ſafety the diſcharge of a em- 
miſſion on which the general happi- 
nels, and even the exiſtenee of our 
conntry depended. The urgency of 
the occaſion, ſaid I, admits of no de- 
liberation. Our duty admits of no 
alternative. Let us therefore puſh 
on with the utmoſt ſpeed. There is 
2 chance of avoiding death by flight, 
but if we yield, it is impoſnble to 
avoid infamy.“ Having ſaid this T 
put ſpurs to my mare, and called to 
them to follow; Which they accords 
ingly did. We were nom within a 
mile of the Thermodon, a rapid 
river which bounded the Ama- 
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zonian territories. The female 
troops, who during our conference 
had gained ground upon us, were 


not more than a quarter of a mile 


behind. On arriving at the edge of 
the river, I plunged in without heſi- 
ration, and the example was follow- 
ed by my companions. After be- 
ing carried down a conſiderable way, 
. by the violence of the current, we 
at length made the oppolite bank. 
They attempted to purſue us no far. 
ther, but diſcharged a volley of ar- 
rows, by one of which we loſt ano- 
ther of our mares, l 


— 
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JOURNEY OF THE AMBASSADORS 
CONTINUED. STRANGE EVENTS 
IN SCYTHIA. 


\HOUGH we had now eſcaped 

the violence of thoſe female 
ſavages, we were not equally fortu- 
nate to elude the effects of the purſuit. 
The agitation which our mares had 
ſuffered from the attack of the ſtone 
horſes, had much diminiſhed” their 
uſual quantity of milk ; but by their 


late great exertion this ſource of our 
1 ſubſiſtence 
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ſubſiſtence was totally dried up. We 
had not as yet completed more than 
a fourth part of our jaurney ; and a 
draught of water, could we procure 
it from ſome ſtream or fountain, 
would afford with our honey but vety 
ſlender aliment for ſupporting the 
fatigue of ſo long and difficult a 
journey. Neceſſity however impet 
led us to encounter every obſtadle, 
and we proceeded to aſcend the lofty 
Riphean mountains, which nature 
ſeemed to have placed as a barrier to 
the northern regions. Having in 
fix days ſurmounted this amazing 
pile, we came in view of the country 


of che Maſſagetee, a nation deſcended 
of 
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of the Scythians, and which not only 


uſed the ſame dreſs, and moſtly the 


ſame food, but ſpoke a diale& of 
our language. 

On entering their borders, we be- 
held a crowd of the inhabitants aſ- 
ſembled in a field contiguous to a 
number of waggons; and being in 
great need of aſſiſtance we directed 
our courſe towards them. They 
ſeemed to us to be making prepara- 
tions for a feaſt. The uſe of fire had 
been introduced amongſt them ſome- 
time before, and they were boiling 
fleſh of various kinds in a large kettle, 
This was a fort of food to which 


Scythians were not accuſtomed, but 


13 we 


1 
we had begun to feel great diſtreſs 
from a ſcarcity of proviſions, and 
were not diſpoſed to refuſe an offer, 
if they ſhould make any, of ſharing 


in the repaſt. When we had come 
up to the crowd, I ſaid to one of 


the inhabitants that I imagined they 
were celebrating ſome great feſtival, 
«© Not at all, anſwered he, we are 
only going to kill that old man,” 
pointing to one who ſat near the 
middle of the circle. To kill 
him! ſaid I, pray what crime has 
he commited ?” © He never com- 
mitted any crime in his life, ſo far 
as I know, replied he;,but he is now 
become very old, and all his rela- 


tions, 
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tions, of whom J am one, have aſſem- 
bled for the purpoſe of ſacrificing 
him, becauſe we account this the 
happieſt kind of death“. Struck 
with horror at ſuch barbarity, I be- 
gan to expoſtulate upon the ſubject , 


but I was given to underſtand that I 
might ſave myſelf the trouble; for 

that no ſtranger ſhould ever be per- 
mitted to interfere in the cuſtoms of 

the Maſſagetœ. I was therefore ob- 
liged to deſiſt, and remain a mute 
ſpectator of the tragedy, The ſuper= ' 
ſtitious murder was inſtantly perpe- 
trated by one of the relations, and 

they afterwards ſat down ta the feaſt. 


* Herodotus, 
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We were aſked to partake with them, 
and were told at the ſame time, that 


if we did not chooſe ſuch kind of 


| food, we might have milk at ſome of 


a 


the waggons which ſtood hard by. 
We preferred the latter, and went 
towards one of them. 

On approaching the waggon which 
was neareſt, we obſerved a bow and 


quiver ſtuck on the outſide ; and con- 


cluding thenee that the maſter of 


the family was at home, we came 
"cloſe up to the end of it, and afked 


for ſome milk. Thruſting in our 


heads, we beheld a man and a wo- 
man in an attitude which we little 


expected at that hour of the day. 


On this diſcovery we retired to a 


little 
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little diſtance, where we were ex- 
preſſing our ſurpriſe to each other, 
when the man, leaping down 
from the waggon, ran towards 
us in a furious paſſion, and aſked 
how we dared to diſturb him, 
after ſeeing the bow and quiver 
hung out as a fignal. We aſſured 
bim that our intruſion was owing 
entirely to ignorance of the cuſ- 
toms amongſt the Maſſagetce, and 
hoped that he would therefore par- 
don us. Finding us to be ſtrangers 
he accepted our apology, and con- 
ducting us to his own waggon, which 
was not the one in which we had 
tound him, we were entertained 
with milk and honey. 


It 


F. 1 


It was the cuſtom in this country 
that every man took to him a wife, 
but all the wives were in common; 


and whenever a man was amorouſly | 


diſpoſed, he had nothing more to do | 


than to get into any of the waggons 
he pleaſed, and having firſt hung his 
bow and arrow on the outſide, f 
proceed to grarify his inclination f 


with the miſtreſs. * 
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ourſelves, we found that our hoſt, Þ 
and the nation of the Maſſagetœ in a 
general, had a greatattachment tothe 1 
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S cythians, from whom they boaſted 01 


their deſcent. We therefore commu- 
* Herodotus. th 


nicated 
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nicated to him the object of our jour 
ney, and requeſted his aſſiſtance in 
procuring an exchange of our mares, 
on account of their milk being dried 
up. We had four of our own, hut 


wanted five, to accommodate the 
{lave whoſe mare had been killed by 


the Amazons. We had neither mo- 
ney nor any. commodity to barter for 
a fifth mare; but through the 
friendſhip of our hoſt, we were ſup- 
plied with the number we wanted, 
and alſo with two bags of honey. 
Thus repleniſhed we proceeded upon 
our jouney. 

The only occurrence afterwards 


that deſerves to be mentioned, was 
the 
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the manner of burying among the 
Colchians, which we could not but 
remark for its ſingularity. They 
wrapped the body in the hide of a 
horſe or cow, or ſometimes in "thoſe 
of ſmaller animals, and after ſewing 
the covering, ſuſpended it from the 
branch of a tree. + In about five 
weeks from our leaving the country 
of the Maffapetce, we arrived in the 
Scythian camp, where we immedi- 
ately notified our commiſſion; and 
the army being aſſembled, we 
were ordered to deliver it in form, 
It was in ſubſtance as above related, 
viz. That if the Scythians did not 
return home immediately, their 
wives would not ſuffer the race to 

+ Elian, Vari Hiſtor, 
become 
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become extinct, but would endea- 
vour to procure offspring by the men 
of the neighbouring nations.“ 
This declaration, though little cal- 

culated to awake the conjugal affec- 
tion of the Scythians, was too poſi- 
tive not to rouſe their apprehenſions. 
They therefore determined to return ; 
and, in fact, did return to their own 
country. But the reſtleſs temper of 
my compatriots Was conſtantly 
urging - them to the purſuit of 
military glory, in which alone they 
delighted. Marching again into 
the ſouthern parts of Aſia, to 
ſecure the obedience of ſame tri- 
butary nations, they remained abſent 


eight years, and found, on returniog, 


that 


16 


chat their wives, wearied with expec- 
tation, had married the men ſervants 
who were left at home to attend the 


cattle; 
The poſſellon of the women was 
now warmly conteſted by the former 


and the new huſbands ; and fo obſti- 
nately did the latter maintain the 


diſpute, that notwithſtanding their 
antagoniſts had been inured to arms, 
the iſſue of the war was extremely 
doubtful. At laſt one of the Sey- 
thian leaders propoſed that they 
ſhould change the mode of attack. 
They had to do, he ſaid, not with men 
who were their equals, but their ſlaves. 

They ought therefore not to enforce | 
ſubmiſſion by war, but to command it 
with 


64 
with the authority of maſters. In 
ſtead of ſwords and ſpears, ſaid he, 
let us carry in our hands rods and 
whips ; we ſhall find that they will 
ſoon give way to the uſual inſtru- 
ments of correction ?. This advice 
being univerſally approved, - they 
marched towards their opponents, 
whom bey attcked in the manner 
which had been propoſed. The ex- 
pedient proved ſo ſueceſsful, that the 
faves inſtantly took to flight, more 
terrified © at the appearance of 
men in the capacity of maſters, than 
of an enemy +. Thoſe who fell into 


the hands of any of the conquetors 
* ]uſtin. T + Ibid, 


were 


T we | 
were ſacrificed, The women, dread- 
ing the reſentment of their huſbands, 
had recourſe to ſuicide. Many of 
them periſhed voluntarily by the 
ſword *; whilſt the others put an 
end to their life by hanging them. 
ſelyes from the trees +. ie 


If any thing could juſtify the Sep 
thians for abſenting themſelves; from 
the embracesof their wives for ſo long 
a period as fifteen years at one time, 
and eight years at another, it was the 
example of continency which: they 
afforded in their own perſons. For 
out of fifty thouſand men, not one 
Was known to violate the laws of 
* Juſin, lbid. 
9125 1 chaſtity 
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chaſtity upon any of their foreign 
expeditions. So much had the thirſt 


of military glory abſorbed all volup- 


tuous deſires. 

I ſurvived theſe melancholy tranſ- 
actions only a ſhort time. Nor in- 
deed could I wiſh to extend a life 
which muſt have been ſpent amidſt ſo 
much public calamity. As I was one 
day ſitting on the edge of a wood, 
giving vent to the ſorrow which I 
felt for the diſaſters of my country, a 
wolf came ſuddenly upon me, and 
ſnapped off my head. | 
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A NEW TRANSMICRATION. ANCI-> 
ENT ANECDOTES» ACCOUNT: OP 
THE LOVER'S: LEAP, 


HE night in which 1 expired 

in Arabia, my ſoul was con- 
veyed to the Cyclades, where I had 
again the good fortune to be born 
the ſon of a wealthy family. My 
father had the chief property both 
of Delos and Scyros, but reſided 
moſtly in the latter. This was the 
land where Achilles concealed him- 
ſelf in womens apparel, to avoid the 
neceſſity 


LFA th 75 
neceſſity of accompanying the other 
Greeks in the Trojan war. It was 
alſo the native iſland of the cele- 
brated Atalanta, whoſe ſtory is well 
known. When ſhe had been wearied 


with the importunity of her ſuitors, 
ſhe conſented to accept of the man 
that could out-run her; but on the 
condition that he ſhould dic if he 
loſt the race. Several having paid 
the penalty of their raſhneſs, the reſt 
were diſcouraged. But Hippomanes, 
who was an artful youth, deviſed a 
ſtratagem by which he obtained both 
the victory and the prize. He pro- 
cured three golden apples, which he 
ſucceffively threw bebind him, as of- 
K 2 ten 
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ten as ſhe was on the point of gain- 


ing the race, Theſe were tempta- 
tions which ſhe could not reſiſt: ſhe 
ran back to gather them, and he in 
the mean time reached the goal, 
Many a day have I and my compa- 
nions exerciſed our agility in the 


ſame courſe. It was a, beautiful 


plain in the middle of the iſland, and 


almoſt half a mile in length. 
The houſe in which our 1 


lived was the ſame which had been 
occupied by Schænus, the father of 


this lady; and the hall was decorated 
with a ſtatue of her cut in Parian 
She was a little above the 
middle ſize, extremely well made, 

1 and 
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and over her whole frame there ap- 
peared ſuch an air of agility as if ſhe 
were yet in the act of contending 
with her unfortunate ſuitors. But, 
poor girl! not all her agility could 
prevent her from being overtaken by 
a moſt melancholy fate. I have often 
ſeen the ſpot where both ſhe and 
Hippomanes were converted into 
lions for having polluted the temple 
of Cybele. Achilles was very near 


being guilty of a ſimilar tranſgreſſion; 


for the place where he got Deidamia 
with child, was not fix yards from the 
temple I ſpeak of. The reſpect due 
to the mother of the gods was often 
little regarded by the youth of thoſe 
times, during the fervor of mutual 
K 3 paſſion. 
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paſſion. Amongſt the curioſities in 
my father's houſe. was the diſtaff, 
with which this immortal hero had 
ſpun yarn whilſt he lived in the dif. 
guiſc of a female. Fortunate had it 
been for Troy that he never had 
changed this inſtrument for the wea- 
pons of war! | 5. 

I never ſpent my youth more plea- 
ſantly than in this tranſmigration. 
My father kept a ſmall. veſſel for 
the purpoſe of going occaſionally to 
Delos, and I was always indulged with 
the uſe of it as often as I pleaſed, 
Delos I frequently went to, both with 
my father and otherwiſe, This had 
once been a floating iſland,“ but was 


* Ovid, Metamorph, 
now 
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now become ſtationary. It was dne 
of the moſt beautiful as well as heal - 
thy in the Egean ſea; but indeed they 
all were remarkable for both theſe 
qualities. Delos was renowned 
over the world for the temple of 
Apollo. It was a beautiful ſtruc- 
ture, and ſurrounded with the fineſt 
grove of oaks that ever was known. 
It is incredible what a number of 
votaries reſorted to this temple. 
From the riſing to the ſetting of the 
ſun the altar ſmoaked perpetually, 
and the iſland reſounded with the 
hymns which were Nenn in 
honor of this favorite god. 


The ſtatue of Apollo in the temple 
K 4 of 


I 
of Delos, was a maſter- piece of art, 
Such ſymmetry, ſuch vigor, and ſuch 
elegance united, I never ſaw. But 
in point of magnitude, his braſen 
ſtatue, which ſtood in the port of 
Rhodes, and meaſured ſeventy feet 
in height, was the wonder of the 
world. Though I went thither ſo 
often that the object was at laſt be- 
come familiar to my ſight, I never 
could view it without aſtoniſhment, 
In one of my naval expeditions I 
went ſo far as Leucade, which was 
then a promontory, bur afterwards 
became an iſland in the Ionian ſea. 
From a rock in this promontory it 
was uſual for deſpairing lovers to 
# e take 


. 


take a leap, with the view of extin- [ 
ouiſhing their paſſion. About ſeven- 
ty had come for this purpoſe at the 
time when I arrived. 'The precipice 
from which they leaped was eigh- 
teen feet high; the groud at the 
bottom, though free from ſtone, was 
firm; and yet what may appear ſur- | 
priſing, out of nineteen perſons whom 
I ſaw take the leap, only one received 
an eſſential injury. This was a 
young woman, by no means unami- 
able, who had the misfortune to 
break her right leg. How could 
you be ſo fooliſh as expoſe yourſelf 
to ſuch an accident?“ ſaid an elderly 
woman who was a ſpeQtator. © I 
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have broke my leg, replied the young 
woman, but I ſhould otherwiſe have 
broken my heart,” "beds 
. The practice was, that imme- 
a before the leap, the perſon 
always announced the name of the 
party for whom it was taken; and to 
my great ſurpriſey I heard my on 
name and place of abode mentioned 
by one of the young women who were 
to leap. Aſtoniſnhed at this incident, 
I made myſelf known to the ſpecta- 
tors, and called out to her to ſtop. 
Immediately running towards the 
place where ſhe. ſtood, I found that 
ſhe was an entire ſtranger to me, but 
my perſon was not ſo to her; for ay 
| ſoon 


L 139 J 


ſoon as I came up, | ſhe diſcovered 
ſymptoms of great emotion. On 
my enquiring into her hiſtory, ſhe 
informed me that ſhe) was a native uf 
Delos, and had ſeen me in that iſland 
about four months bęfore; that ever 
ſince that time ſhe had entertained a 
violent affection for pe i and as; from: 
her inferior Ration, ſhe could che- 
riſh no hope of a reciprocal attach - 
ment, ſhe had come to get rid, if 
poſſible, of a paſſion which threaten· 
ed to terminate in her ruin. On 
hearing this narrrative, which was 
confirmed by two perſons who were 
in her company, and the girl herſelf 
being extremely handſome, my heart 
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was ſtrongly-agitated with ſenſations 
of love and compaſſion. But a trea- 
ty of marriage had lately been con. 
cluded for me by my father, with a 
young lady of great beauty and for- 
tune, though ſhe would not be of 
age for conſummating the nuptials 
until two years after. Between filial 
duty and honor on one hand, and the 
forcible impulſe of immediate love 
and ſympathy on the other, I felt 


myſelf extremely much embarraſſed. 


But it being always my principle that 
every conſideration ought to give 


way to the rigid demands of duty, I 


could not heſitate how to act. I 
therefore ingenuouſly told her the 
circum- 
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circumſtance relative to the contract 
which I have mentioned; affuring 
her at the ſame time, that my heart 
was not inſenſible to the powerful 
claims, which both her perſon and 
her partiality for me muſt otherwiſe 
have inevitably enforced ; and that 
I ſhould ever regard the affection of 
ſo amiable a girl as the deareſt grati- 
fication in my life. When 1 had 
ſaid this I embraced her with great 
tenderneſs; and deſiring a perſon 
who was preſent to conduct her 
and her two friends to the neigh- 
bouring village, I ſoon after followed 
them. 

Though my behaviour in this in- 
ſtance 
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1 ſtance was ſuch as it ought tqſbe, I did 
1 not eſcape the ribaldry which is com- 
| "Ft | mon with the vulgar on ſuch occa- 
. Doc. K mäh of this claſs; whe fl 
. near me, had the aſſurance to ſay, 
pl. « Maſter, as you prevented that 
| 3 girl from ſo pretty a leap, ſhe had a 
„ right to expect from you a leap of 
1 1 another kind, I think. Why don't 
ns you give it her ?” To this infolent 
1 apoſtrophe I gave no other reply than 
| . a contemptuous ſilence, and turning 
119 4 my back towards him, entered into 


converſation with a man of a decent 
appearance. He informed me that 
the number of perſons who had taken 
the leap within the preceding twelve- 

month 
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month agounted to no leſs than two 
thouſand one hundred and twenty- 
four ; of which not more than a ſes 
venth part conſiſted of men. But 
what moſt ſurpriſed me was the ac- 
count of two women, each of them 
about fixty years of age. When they 
ſtood upon the precipice, they heſi- 
tated a long time whether or not 
they ſhould take the leap, but at laſt 
reſolved to accompliſh it, One of 


them, befide receiving ſeveral contu- 


ſions, broke a leg; the other fractur- 
ed an arm, and by the concuſſion 


which accompanied her fall, drove 
out of her mouth all the fore- 
teeth that had remained; 

| I made 
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I made much enquiry at different 
perſons concerning the effects of this 
celebrated expedient, in extinguiſh« 
ing the paſſion for which it was ſo 


generally yſed ; and the anſwer I re- 


ceived from all was, that in the 
greater number of caſes, i it aftually 
proved ſucceſsful. 

The ſuperſtition of thoſe times 
univerſally aſcribed the effe& to ſome 
unaccountable operation of ſaperna- 
tural power; but this opinion could 
only be ſuggeſted by ignorance... 1 
am perſuaded that the perſon who 
inſtituted the Lover's Leap was well 
acquainted with human nature. The 


effect can be juſtly aſcribed to no 
other 
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other cauſe than that averſion which | 
would naturally be excited towards 
the perſon who ſuffered the deglect 
ed party to have recourſe to ſo dan 
gerous an experiment. The practice 
was founded upon the general princi- 


ple, that diſeaſes are cured by their 
contraries z and howeyer whimfical, 


the idea may appear, of producing a 
change in the affection of the mind 
by a leap, the operation of ſoch an 
expedient towards the -Purpoſe- in- 
tended, is not inconſiſtent with the 
human conſtitution. The common 
notion was, that the perſon who had 
taken the lover's leap, never aſter- 
wards thought of the party on whoſe 

Vor. II. L account 
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ö underwent a es from violen 
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love to irreconcileable hatred, 
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never heard of any caſe in which 
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expedient Bad ſucceeded, or indeed 
7 ” * N e ene 
was ever put in Practice, vida the 


knowledge of the perſon on whoſe 
account it was undertaken, And 
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this, I think, is a firong Wan that 
It- was ATT with no other? N 


Se Fe, A Liam 


th, an 


* 

thin 38 A 4 appeal from ah 
unſucceſsful tover tb the Hinyithy 

of the perſon beo d. 
Neither indifference ae ave, 
however, Were Always the confe- 
quenes of this ek pai provided 
that the öbject was not àfferwardd 
remiſs in deprecating the teſentmefit 
of the perſon who had taken the 
teap. For as it 4fforded” ah indabi2 
table teſt of fincete ation; it 
often procured, through gratitude; 
what had been "previouſly ſolitited 
in van by the wärtmeſt declarations 
of love. It was therefore no unter 
mon thing at Leuende for mbtriages 
to be celebrated between the tefpec! 
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tive parties immediately after the 
leap; and of this I had occafion to 
ſee ſome inſtances on my preſent ex- 
curſion. Marriages were alſo fre- 
quently copeluded betwen perſons who 
had. both taken the leap. For their 
hearts being then | diſengaged: from 
the objects of their former, affection, 
they were. eaſily attracted to each 
other by mutual ſympathy ; and diſ- 
appointment ſtimulated to embrace 
the earlieſt opportunity of compen- 
ſation. Rudi zl 

I was ſenſible that the leſs inter- 
courſe I ſhould have with the girl 
whom I had prevented from leaping; 
it would be better for both parties; 
2 8 but 
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but as there was no veſſel at Leucade 
to carry her immediately home, I 
took her and her tub friends on 
board my own, and nn them! in 
Pelos on my E 
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VOYAGE TO EGYPT», IN WA 
ORDINARY TRANSACPFION., 


HAD long been deſirous of viſit. 
ing Egypt, and was now indul- 


ged by my father with leave of grati- 


fying my inclination. This I obs 
tained the more eaſily, as intelligence 
of the tranſaction at Leucade had 
reached Scyros before my return; 
and both our family and that of the 
young lady to whom I was affianced, 
were afraid what might be the con- 

_ ſequence, 


- 


| "+ | 
[ 153 J 


Gi 2 ” $2969 Jizdlin 5 15630 
quence would, I remain, at hame 
; w3” | — . „ Ann 


until the time when i it was propoſed 


A 286% +64 # 4.DJAqn 60> © : Jah 


to celebrate the. nuptials. 1 accord - 


ingly took my paſſage in a. veſſel 
which was going, from Leſbos, and 


Jas $id; ba 8212 2.6404 


in eight days we arrived i in the port 


of Peluſium. | | 
80 4408 3 IW Ia. Whit ad; t LAs; 


I no fc ſooner ſer my foot on ſhore, 
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than [ had occaſion t to obſerve ſome 


— wy .* © 


of the _Gingular cuſtoms which pre- 


railed | in this country, The natural. 
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occupation of the ſexes appeared to 
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be cotally inverted : commercial by bu- 


&S ww bo wv . 


ſineſs of every” kind was tranſacted 
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by the women, wi is the men were 
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employed at home! in ſpinning, and 
| fg 4 other 


44 $& a4 Bs 444. x 


1 462) 
other domeſtic offices *, The wo. 
man who carried my baggage from 


the ſhip was far advanced in preg 
nancy and whether owing to the 


weight of my cheſt I know not, but 
| unfortunately ſhe was taken in labor 
juſt as we were entering the town; 
and ſuddenly throwing down her 
load, ſhe ſtruck me ſo violent a blow 
with the cheſt that I fell upon my 
back, and lay in a ſtate of inſenfibility 
for ſome time. At length getting 
up, with the aſſiſtance of ſome wo- 
men, they conveyed me to the neareſt 
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houſe where lodgings were to be had, 
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and in this I took up my quarters 


* Herodotus. 


On 
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On examining, the injury I had re- 
ceived, it appear ed that there was 
hardly any part of my body which, 
had not ſuſtained great violence, My 
appetite however not being affected, 
I agreed to take ſome food; ; and —＋ 
gave me boiled cabbage, Of this 
diſh the Egyptians always ate plenti-. 
fully aſter ſupper, as a preparative 
for drinking , to which they were 
extremely addicted v. During the 
whole night I lay extremely uneaſy, 
and early in the morning I awaked the 
family with my groans. To the 
pain, which I now felt ſeverely in 
various parts, was added a great diſ- 

+ Herodotus, -  *-Ibid, 
order 


[ e 

ore in / Bets, obcationel pes 
Hips by che bolled cabbage. In 
flott 1 was in ſo miſerable a fi uation 
that no left tali thirteen” p iyicians | 
were called to my aſfiſtance. For, 
by the coftom of Egypt, one P ne" hy 
clan could practice — 4 bod a pa par- 
ticulat part of tile bod /// & 

Amongſt the men bod depatt- 
ments lay in my head and extreinl- 
ties, there could” ariſe no ſodgeck 
of diſſemion; but a violent diſpute; 
about their reſpe&iveprovinces;radk* 
place between thè phyficians of the 
gaſtric region. In partieulat the 
boundaries of the liver and ſpleen 

| ha Herodotus.. 


were 


1 
were ſb warmby conteſtedꝭ that; how-- 
ever incmdible it max appra the 
diſputants actually hach rervurſe to- 
tho compuſt fur determining tie 
queſtions While I lay im aſteniſfi- 
ment at this behaviour, I could not 
forbear expreſſing my ſentiments: 4. 
have long known, ſaidꝰ I tar the 
Egyptians were-celebrated for tlixir 
ſcill in geometry; burthis ĩs ſuch an 
applicatiow of the? principles of che⸗ 
art a: [; never before: heutd o.. 
cannot ſubmit to thistfrivolous treut 
ment Be quiet ſaldi ane of 
them. We can do nothing fos your: 
recovery umil this: points b: dite 
mined, It is of eſſenmialt conſe 
quence 
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, quente to the profeſſion.” © To the 
profeſſion! - exclaimed I in a tone 
of amazement. I have not called: 
your aſſiſtanee for the benefit of the 
profeſſon. “ We ſhall cure yqu, 


if we can, ſaid he; and if not, you t 
will have the ſatisfaction of dying R 
ſecundum artem. We do nothing by q 
halves: ſo make yourſelf perfectly ˖ 
eaſy.“ The indifference, and even t 
acrimony with which this alternative b 
was pronounced, drew from me a a 
deep groan of ſorrow and indigna- a 
tion. But being in no capacity to u 
make any reſiſtance, I was obliged n 
to ſubmit whilſt they proceeded in t 
their operhti a. t 
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After a variety of menſurations 
and much altercation, the conteſt re. 
mained vndetermined. The Pbyf- 
cian for the liver inſiſted he was cer- 
tain, from what he could perceive by 
the touch, that this organ extended 
towards the leſt ſide far beyond its 
uſual limits. The practitioner for” 
the ſpleen; on the other hand, con- 
tended with noi leſs vehemence, that 


his antagoniſt was groſsly miſtaken 

35 to the part, and that the ſpleen | | 
actually extended towards the right ſt 1 
vpyards of five inches into the com- 

mon region of the liver. Both par- 

ties continued obſtinate in the reſolu 

tion of aſſerting their different pro- 
vinces, 
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vinces, and each retorted upon the 
other the ſevereſt reproaches ſor 
ſhamefully attempting an invaſion a 
eſtabliſhed property. WW 

When e be determiv- 
ed by all the vehemence of contyi- 
dictory affirmations, at laſt! ſad the 
phyſician; for che liver, “ By! Jupi- 
ter! I am willing to reſt the deciſion 


upon experiment. If we open the 


belly this moment, I am poſitive 
that Wbat I alledge will be con- 
firmed by oevlar :demonftration?” 
* By Heaven replied the other 
diſputant, I will lay you any wager 


to the contrary; and the whole com- 


any here preſent ſhall be convinced 
| of 


1 7 


of the truth of what I af.“ Je 

is Dy. 188] opigion, that in ſpite of 
all the remnſtranctes and exclama- 

tions I pow, utereds chen warld ac. 

tually have progeedgd to open my 

belly, had not ng of the hy -Randens, 

excited perhaps by the apprehenfiow 
of loſing a patient, interpoſed, and 
given. @ turn to the diſputo. He 
who! had, the care of my private 
member, broke out all of a ſodden 
ia à gteat rage, exclaiming, By 
Pharach] I have the charge of the' 
noble parts, and Lſhall not be any” 
longer detained. from my buſineſs by 
all the cholerig or; ſpfenetie doe - 
tors in Fgypt-” Om ſaxingg theſg 


words 
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words he took hold of the member; 

whilſt the attendant who claimed 4 
right to my liver, dreading an inva- 

lion of his province, flung himſelf 
wich all his weight acroſs my belly. 

The incident proved deciſive of my 
fate. The violence of the phyſicians, 
rouſing nature to her own preſerva- 
tion, a rapid diſcharge inſtantly drone 
from his poſt the perſon who had 
hold of my private part, whilſt 1 
diſgorged on the incumbent a plen- 
tiful evacuation of bile. A t once the 
whole tribe, which had cloſely in- 
veſted me, retreated with the utmoſt 

precipitation; phyſician juftling . 
0 phyſician, and mutually com- 
* mitting 


F: 161 1 
mitting hoſtilities on the perſonal 
provinces of each. Amidſt the con- 
fuſion into which they were thrown, 
they trampled upon, and killed a cat, 
which the violent deſcent of the 
hepatic Doctor had frightened from 
under the bed. Tumult was now 
ſucceeded by conſternation, They 
were gulity, by the Egyptian laws, as 
I afterwards learned, of a crime of 
enormous magnitude *, A general | 
bowling was immediately raiſed a- 
mongſt the people of the houſe, and 
ſpread through all the neighbour- 
hood. The delinquents, ruſhing 
out at the door, diſperſed themſelves : 


| * Diodorus Sic. Herodotus, . 
Vol. II. M into 
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iato different quarters, purſued with 
the execrations of the populace z and 
ſome of them, I was informed, were 
brought to an extremely ſevere 
puniſhment. 

I congratulated myſelf on an 
event which had rid me of the per- 
ſecution of this medical phalanx, and 
determined to ſubmit the cure of my 
complaints to nature, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of a few ſimple remedies under 
my own direction. In about three 
weeks I recovered of all my bodily 
ailments, except a weakneſs of the 
genital part, occaſioned by a. wrench 
it had received from the Mentuliſt, 
or phyſician whoſe province it was, 

Was This 
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This imbecility remained to the end 
of my life, and rendered the part ex- 
tremely liable to be affected by the 
ſight of a handſome woman, but not 1 
ia the way that it ought. 
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